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Foreword

In 2007 I was visiting the Redmond campus for a conference and happened to be walking the halls 
of building 42 when I ran into Scott Guthrie, corporate VP of the .NET Developer Platform (he was 
General Manager at the time). He is probably better known by his alias, ScottGu, or by his nickname, 
“The Gu”. He was rushing off to a meeting but asked me to swing by his offi ce later as he had some-
thing “interesting” to show me. If you know Scott, you know when he has something interesting to 
show, it’s going to be good.

That interesting thing of course was the nascent design of ASP.NET MVC. As he started drawing the 
conventions and code patterns in use for this new framework, my only response was, “I want to work 
on that.” Though it wasn’t intended to be a recruiting pitch (as far as I know), it was the best one I’ve 
ever received. I ended up moving to Microsoft to be a part of this product.

What excites me about ASP.NET MVC? In many ways it represents a lot of fi rsts for Microsoft in its 
approach to product design. We’ve released previews early and often complete with source code which 
allowed modifi cations very early in the process. In doing so, we’ve received unprecedented amounts of 
feedback from the community and even made signifi cant design improvements in response. Increased 
transparency and community involvement was a key goal of this project.

ASP.NET MVC is also the fi rst product from Microsoft to include a third party open source library, 
jQuery “in the box”. This is a great JavaScript library widely regarded in the community and is a great 
complement to the Microsoft Ajax libraries.

And the source code for ASP.NET MVC is itself licensed under the Ms-PL license, an OSI certifi ed 
license, something I’m particularly happy about as an open source community member and someone 
who sees the benefi t in increased openness.

Of course, it’s not just the nature of the project that excites me about ASP.NET MVC, it’s the code and 
tooling itself. ASP.NET MVC really focuses on solid principles such as Separation of Concerns to pro-
vide a framework that is extremely extensible and testable. While it’s possible to change the source as 
you see fi t, our goal was to make sure that the framework was open for extension without needing to 
change the source.

Of course, the most fun part of this project has been the vibrant community that has arisen around 
ASP.NET MVC. These developers are extremely passionate about their craft and really keep us on our 
toes. Keyvan and Simone are two of these community members who have channeled their passion and 
enthusiasm for the framework into this book. In this book, they’ve written about the basics of software 
development using ASP.NET MVC as the backdrop for learning how to build web applications. I hope 
you enjoy the book and share in their passion for building web applications. Happy coding!

Phil Haack
Senior Program Manager, Microsoft Corporation
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