Making Everything Easier!™

Learn to:

* Choose the right kind of goat for you

* Prepare your homestead and build
shelters

* Properly handle, feed, and care for your
goats

* Raise goats for milk, meat, or as a
family pet

Cheryl K. Smith

Expert on goat management and
health care at allexperts.com




Get More and Do More at Dummies.come

Start with FREE Cheat Sheets

C“e(hq,\ Cheat Sheets include
6\@ * Checklists
* Charts
* Common Instructions
* And Other Good Stuff!

To access the Cheat Sheet created specifically for this book, go to
www.dummies.com/cheatsheet/raisinggoats

Get Smart at Dummies.com
Dummies.com makes your life easier with 1,000s

of answers on everything from removing wallpaper
to using the latest version of Windows.

Check out our
+Videos
* [llustrated Articles
* Step-by-Step Instructions

Plus, each month you can win valuable prizes by entering
our Dummies.com sweepstakes. *

Want a weekly dose of Dummies? Sign up for Newsletters on
* Digital Photography
* Microsoft Windows & Office
* Personal Finance & Investing
* Health & Wellness
» Computing, iPods & Cell Phones
* eBay
* Internet
* Food, Home & Garden

Find out”“HOW” at Dummies.com

*Sweepstakes not currently available in all countries; visit Dummies.com for official rules.



Raising
Goats

FOR

DUMMIES

by Cheryl K. Smith

WILEY
Wiley Publishing, Inc.



Raising Goats For Dummies®
Published by

Wiley Publishing, Inc.

111 River St.

Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774

www.wiley.com

Copyright © 2010 by Wiley Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana
Published by Wiley Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana
Published simultaneously in Canada

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning or otherwise, except as permit-
ted under Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without either the prior written
permission of the Publisher, or authorization through payment of the appropriate per-copy fee to the
Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, (978) 750-8400, fax (978) 646-8600.
Requests to the Publisher for permission should be addressed to the Permissions Department, John Wiley
& Soms, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, (201) 748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008, or online at http: //
www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley Publishing logo, For Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, A Reference for the
Rest of Us!, The Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun and Easy Way, Dummies.com, Making Everything
Easier, and related trade dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc. and/
or its affiliates in the United States and other countries, and may not be used without written permission.
All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Wiley Publishing, Inc., is not associated
with any product or vendor mentioned in this book.

LIMIT OF LIABILITY/DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY: THE PUBLISHER AND THE AUTHOR MAKE NO
REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH RESPECT TO THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF
THE CONTENTS OF THIS WORK AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, INCLUDING WITH-
OUT LIMITATION WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. NO WARRANTY MAY BE
CREATED OR EXTENDED BY SALES OR PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS. THE ADVICE AND STRATEGIES
CONTAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR EVERY SITUATION. THIS WORK IS SOLD WITH THE
UNDERSTANDING THAT THE PUBLISHER IS NOT ENGAGED IN RENDERING LEGAL, ACCOUNTING, OR
OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. IF PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE IS REQUIRED, THE SERVICES OF
A COMPETENT PROFESSIONAL PERSON SHOULD BE SOUGHT. NEITHER THE PUBLISHER NOR THE
AUTHOR SHALL BE LIABLE FOR DAMAGES ARISING HEREFROM. THE FACT THAT AN ORGANIZA-
TION OR WEBSITE IS REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK AS A CITATION AND/OR A POTENTIAL SOURCE
OF FURTHER INFORMATION DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE AUTHOR OR THE PUBLISHER ENDORSES
THE INFORMATION THE ORGANIZATION OR WEBSITE MAY PROVIDE OR RECOMMENDATIONS IT
MAY MAKE. FURTHER, READERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT INTERNET WEBSITES LISTED IN THIS
WORK MAY HAVE CHANGED OR DISAPPEARED BETWEEN WHEN THIS WORK WAS WRITTEN AND
WHEN IT IS READ.

For general information on our other products and services, please contact our Customer Care
Department within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

For technical support, please visit www.wiley.com/techsupport.

Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats. Some content that appears in print may
not be available in electronic books.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2010920649
ISBN: 978-0-470-56899-6

Manufactured in the United States of America
109 87654321

WILEY



About the Author

Cheryl K. Smith has raised goats since 1998 when she got two Nigerian
Dwarves. She published Ruminations, the Nigerian Dwarf and Mini Dairy
Goat Magazine from 2001 through 2007 and published the book Goat Health
Care (Karmadillo Press) in 2009. She has written for Dairy Goat Journal,
Countryside, and other magazines. Cheryl served as legal counsel for the
American Goat Society (AGS) from 2003 to 2005 and on their board of direc-
tors from 2005 to 2009. She has also served on the boards of the American
Nigerian Dwarf Dairy Association (ANDDA), the Northwest Nigerian Dwarf
Dairy Goat Association (NNDDGA) and the Northwest Dairy Goat Herd
Improvement Association (NDGHIA). She volunteers as a goat expert on
allexperts.com. Cheryl lives in the community of Low Pass, located in the
coast range of Oregon, with her herd of experimental miniature dairy goats,
Mystic Acres Oberians.






Dedication

This book is dedicated to Bob Kimball, who made it possible for me to focus
on writing it. He built the structures in the book and helped me translate the
steps into writing. But mostly he kept the farm going and the goats fed and
happy while I gave most of my attention to this project. I couldn’t have done
it without him.

Author’s Acknowledgments

[ would never have gotten goats had it not been for Simone Delaty, who
showed me her goats and shared her goat cheese with me one evening in
1988 on her farm in Wellman, lowa. Farming was already in my blood (both
parents came from lowa farms), but that event led me to the path I would ulti-
mately take.

[ have been fortunate during my years as a goat owner to have a great com-
munity of other goat owners who shared their knowledge and experience
with me. My number-one mentor, Stacy Morris, deserves a special thank-you
for always being willing to share her wisdom. Stacy also served as the techni-
cal editor for the book, and I appreciate her time and expertise.

[ also want to give a special thank-you to my acquisitions editor, Erin Calligan
Mooney, for finding me to write this book and working with me on the pre-
liminary proposal. Thanks to Barbara Frake and Kathryn Born for the illus-
trations that so aptly show you what the text describes. Last but not least,
thanks to Traci Cumbay, my project editor, for guiding me through the pro-
cess. We made a great team!



Publisher’s Acknowledgments

We’re proud of this book; please send us your comments at http: //dummies.custhelp.com.
For other comments, please contact our Customer Care Department within the U.S. at 877-762-2974,
outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

Some of the people who helped bring this book to market include the following:

Acquisitions, Editorial, and
Media Development

Project Editor: Traci Cumbay

Acquisitions Editor: Erin Calligan Mooney
Copy Editor: Traci Cumbay

Assistant Editor: Erin Calligan Mooney
Editorial Program Coordinator: Joe Niesen
Technical Editor: Stacy Morris

Editorial Manager: Jennifer Ehrlich

Editorial Supervisor and Reprint Editor:
Carmen Krikorian

Editorial Assistant: David Lutton
Art Coordinator: Alicia B. South
Cover Photos: David Buffington

Cartoons: Rich Tennant,
(www . the5thwave . com)

Composition Services

Project Coordinator: Katherine Crocker
Special Art: Barbara Frake, Kathryn Born
Proofreaders: Evelyn C. Gibson, Jessica Kramer
Indexer: Glassman Indexing Services

Special Help: Emily Nolan and Patty Santelli

Publishing and Editorial for Consumer Dummies

Diane Graves Steele, Vice President and Publisher, Consumer Dummies

Kristin Ferguson-Wagstaffe, Product Development Director, Consumer Dummies

Ensley Eikenburg, Associate Publisher, Travel

Kelly Regan, Editorial Director, Travel

Publishing for Technology Dummies

Andy Cummings, Vice President and Publisher, Dummies Technology/General User

Composition Services

Debbie Stailey, Director of Composition Services



Contents at a Glance

JOEFOAUCEION «eeeeaeeaaeeeeeeeeeennnaaeaeeeeeeeennnnnaaseeeeeesnnnnnaes |

Part I: Getting Acquainted with Goats.............ccccecueeceee 7

Chapter 1: Discovering the Joys of Raising Goats .........ccccceverviirniernieniennieniienienieneenne 9
Chapter 2: Glimpsing Vital Goat StatiStiCS.......ccccevvverierieriniiiniieeceecceeece e 21
Chapter 3: Knowing Your Capra Aegagrus Hircus (Goat, That Is) ........cccceeveveneenes 35
Chapter 4: Getting Your Property Ready for a Goat..........cccooecuvevieecienieniesieeeeieenne, 53

Part I1: Bringing Your Goats Home...............ccccccevueenn. 07

Chapter 5: Home Sweet Homestead: Sheltering Your Goats...........cceceveverervenennnns 69
Chapter 6: Dinner Time: What and How to Feed Your Goats.........cccccceevverveneeenneenen. 83
Chapter 7: Getting Your Goats: Choosing, Buying, and Bringing Goats Home....... 103
Chapter 8: Working with YOUr GOAts .........cceccvevieiiiiniienieecieeeeeeee e 117
Chapter 9: Handling Routine Care and Important One-Time Tasks...........c.cc.c....... 137
Part IlI: Glimpsing Goat Health and Breeding............ 159
Chapter 10: Outlining Basic Health Care Requirements...........cccceevevcverienienceenennne 161
Chapter 11: Addressing Common Health Problems and Ailments.......................... 181
Chapter 12: Breeding and Looking After Pregnant Goats...........cccccceeevervenveneenneenns 203
Chapter 13: Now Comes the Fun Part: Kids!..........cccooviieiiiiii e, 219

Part 1V: Living Sustainably and Making
Money from Vour Goats...............ccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 239

Chapter 14: Discovering Goat Milk: How to Get, Use, and Sell It...........c...cceuvenennn. 241
Chapter 15: Goat Meat: From Breeding to Selling and Beyond.............ccccccveunnenee. 255
Chapter 16: Further Benefits of Goats: Fiber, Breeding, Weed

CONIOL, ANA MOTE ...ttt e e e e s ettt e e e e sesssssabeseeeessessssssssaeees 271
Part U: The Part of TeNs .......cccccceeeeecacaaaanaannneeneeeeeeees 291
Chapter 17: Ten Common Mistakes First-Time Goat Owners Make........................ 293
Chapter 18: Ten Tips for Showing Your Goat.........ccccecevereirieneneneninieieeereseeee 299
Chapter 19: Ten Misconceptions about Goats..........ccccceeevierciiercieeciiecie e, 305

Appendix: Goat-Milk Recipes.................ccccccueeeececccees 311

JHACK «..nnneeeeeeeeeeeaaeaeeeeeeeeeeaaaeaaannnseeeesasaaasannnseeeeesaeees 325






Table of Contents

JOEPOAUCEION a...aeeeeeeeeeeenaaaaaeeeeeeeennnnnsaaseeeeeesnnnnssseeees ]

Part I: Getting Acquainted with Goats .............cccceueeecees 7

Chapter 1: Discovering the Joys of Raising Goats.................. 9
Finding Goat BaSiCS .......cccuerieiiieiiieiiciecieceetesteseee et esve et see e 9
Glimpsing the Benefits of Owning Goats ..........cccceevvevierciencieniieneeneeneeenn 10

Becoming more self-sufficient ............cocoevveviiniiniincnnininenieee, 11
Using goats for companions or helpers........c..ccocevcervervinnieneennnnne. 14
Raising goats as a 4-H project .......ccccoevveeeciieeiiccieeeeeeeeeeeee, 16
Determining Whether Goats Are for YOU .......cccevvirininienenienineceeeeee, 16
Devoting time and effort .........ccccecvevieevieecienieceeee e 17
Deciding which goats are right for your situation...........c.............. 17
Finding out about local ordinances...........c.ccecveveeverversensiencieneenne. 18
Knowing your neighbors.........ccccocivviiriiiniiniiniiicceeseeeeeee 19

Chapter 2: Glimpsing Vital Goat Statistics ....................... 21
Doe, a Goat, a Female GOat........cc..eeeiviiiiiieiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeee et 21
Taking a Look at Goat ANAtOMY........ccccceeeeeriereerieeriiecieeie et 22

Parts of the DoAY .......cccuevieiiicieieeceeeeeee e 22
The digestive SYSTEML........cccvevuievieiieieciecteteeee e 23
HOOVES ...ttt 25
TEEEN. ..t 26
BATAS ..o 27
WALLIES ..ot 27
WSttt st st 27
Signs of a Healthy Goat .........ccceecuieiiieieiiicieceeeeeeeeeee e 28
NOtICING POSTUTE .....eiviiiieiieieeeeie ettt 28
Identifying the meaning of goat Cries........ccccoevvervrververvirsenieneene, 29
Determining normal temperature..........ccccoeceeveeneererniersieniieneeneennes 30
Using ruminations as a health indicator..........cccccooceviniinnnnnnnnnne 31
Taking a goat’s PUISE........cccveviiririirieieeeee e 32
Counting respirations..........ccceeveeiereeneeneeseeseece e e e 32
Recognizing life eXpectancy .........cccocceevveeiencieneeneeneecieeeeeeeee e 32

Using a Goat Scorecard to Evaluate a Goat..........cccceevveevierciinciencieneeieenen. 33



X

Raising Goats For Dummies

Chapter 3: Knowing Your Capra Aegagrus Hircus (Goat, ThatIs). .. .35

Looking Into Dairy GOAtS .......c.ccceevueeieriinienieneeceeieesieereetesee e ee e eees 35
Standard dairy goat breeds.........cccecveevieeienienieneeeecieeeeeee e 36
Miniature breeds...........cocoverieiinininieieieeeeeeeeeeeee e 40

Discovering Meat GOALS.........cceeveeeeeierienenieeetertee e seetesse e e sseeseesees 45
BOBT ...ttt e 45
Tennessee fainting Goat ........cccoceveeiriierierenieeee e 46
KIKO ..ttt sttt 47
SPaANiSh OAt ..cc.civiiiiiieeeeeec s 48
INEWEer CrOSSDIEEAS.....c.coueeiiiiieiiniieeeteetetereeeete et 49

Investigating FIber Goats.........ccccovvvevieniiniinieicectciecee e 49
ADNGOT@ ..ttt sttt st 49
CASNIMETE ...ttt 51
Miniature fiber goats .......cccecvveriirierierieeeeeee e 51

Chapter 4: Getting Your Property Ready fora Goat ................ 53

Figuring Out How Many Goats You Can Support ........cccceeeveevieeceeneenneennen. 53

Making Sure Fencing Is Adequate..........ccoceevueevieeiiiniiencienieeieeieceeeeeseeen 54
Running through types of fencing ..........cccccevveeeveeciecenineceeieiens 55
Planning for Gates .........cooveverieveiieieeeeeee e 56

Protecting Your Plants..........ccocceevieeieiiinieceeeceee e 57
Considering which trees to protect........ccococeeveecieceenenenenenceeene 57
MakKing trees goat-proof ..........cccceeeeeeeieciiniceeeeeeeee s 57

Protecting Your Herd..........cccooioeeeieieiineeeeeteeeeeeeee et 59
Putting hazards out of reach.........cccccoevieviiniiniiniceee, 59
Avoiding tethering ........ccocevieviiiiniiiiieceeceeee e 60
Providing a safe place to bunk down ..........ccccceeecveeiiieciiecieeeee, 61
Considering local predators...........coceceeeveneneeeecereeseee e 61
Using guardian animals for security.........ccccocovvevvinieneninenininnienns 62
Removing poisonous plants .........ccccceveeniiiiniiinieennieeieceeeseeeen 65

Part I1: Bringing Your Goats Home ...............ccccccceveeenn. 07

Chapter 5: Home Sweet Homestead: Sheltering Your Goats........ 69
Outlining Shelter TYPES .....ccoiviriiiieieeeeee et 69
Using an existing building.........c.ccccoecveevieeieniinieneccecececeeeeee 70

Building @ Shelter........cooviiiiiiiiiciicececceceeee e 71

Providing a Safe, Cozy Place for Goats to BunK..........cccccoecvvrvivnvienennennen. 72
Building a sleeping shelf in an existing barn...........cccoccoceeinvnnenee. 73

Using and maintaining bedding.............ccceeeveeeiieiieeciiccieeeeeeeee, 76

Keeping Your Goats and Their Living Space Clean...........ccccoocerervenennen. 78
Controlling flies and other bugs..........cccccovevieveeciieciciicececeee, 78

Feed storage and ratproofing...........cccecueeierieneeneeneesienieeieeeeeeenes 79



Table of Contents

Chapter 6: Dinner Time: What and How to Feed Your Goats ......... 83
Goats Don’t Eat Tin Cans: What and How to Feed ..........cc.ccoccoininnnnien. 83
Understanding the two types of feed ..........cccocvvvveveevincinienienene, 84
Feeding hay and alfalfa............ccccoeviiriinniiniiniiniccceeeee 84
Using chaffhaye instead of hay and alfalfa .........ccccocevvirneninnnnne 85
Feeding grain .........ccceoieiiieiieecece et 85
Following a feeding schedule .............cccooerinininnnienieeeeee 87
Choosing organic — OF NOL.......ccccceeeierieriieiieeeece e 87
Minerals are @ MUSt .......ccceoierieririnerieeeeeeee e 88
Supplemental fE€ds .........coivririiriiiiiieie e 88
Using Body-Condition Scoring to Fine-Tune Feeding...........ccccoccocceeeueenee. 90
Feeding for Special Cases ..........ccevueeieeiiiieiieeeeeteeie et 92
PregnancCy ..ottt 92
MILKING AOES....uviciieeiieieeteeiecteetteetese ettt sre e e teebeesaeesaessaessaanns 93
KIAS -ttt 93
O1d OALS ..eeeuvieiiieieeieeteeteetertest ettt ettt ettt st aesaaesanenas 93
Getting the Basic SUPPLIES ......ccceeviiiiiiiiiiiieiiceeeeeee e 93
BOWIS .ottt sttt st 94
BUCKETS ...ttt sttt st 94
WAtEr SUPPLY «.eevveeieeieeiieeiieeeent et et e steeteeteeteseaesasesseesveesseesseessesnsenns 95
Mineral feeder ... 96
HaY fEEAET ..ottt 96
StOring fEed.......coviiriiiiiieeeecec e 97
Building a Simple Hay Feeder .........cccovniiniiniiiiniieeeeieeceeeeeeeeen 98
Building a Mineral Block Holder .........c.ccoooieniiniiiiniiniiieniieeeeeeeenn 99
Chapter 7: Getting Your Goats: Choosing, Buying,
and Bringing GoatsHome...................... ... il 103
Choosing the Right Goats for Your Needs..........c.cccceevveeeereeneeneeeeenneenne 103
Goats need COMPANY .....cccoeruiruirierierieniene et ee ettt e eaes 104
SIZE MALETS ...ttt e 104
Horns can hurt ..ot 104
Registered or unregistered..........cccocevvierienienieneenienieneeeeieene 105
Looks count: The basics of conformation ..........ccccceccevverviencienncnn. 105
Finding Sources for GOats .........cccccveeeirecieeiiieeiiecee e 106
Visiting local feed StOres.........cccovivirieirienieeceeeeeeeere e 107
Reading the agriculture paper or thrifties..........ccccccecvveieciennnnnn. 107
Checking out Craigslist .........ccoevvirieriienieiiereeeeeeie e 107
Surfing breeders’ Web Sites........cccocevvierieniieniinieneeeceeieeeene 108
Joining registries and goat Clubs .........cceceeviiniiniininiiniinieiee 108
Going where goat people congregate ..........ccceeveeverviiniennienceennenn. 109
Making Sure You Get a Healthy Goat .........cccecuveeiieviiecieeieciecieceeeeeeene 109
ASKING QUESTIONS ....cc.eiieiiiiiiieececeeeeece et 109
Examining the goats ........ccocevieiieiiiiciieieeeeccecceece e 110

Observing the home herd..........cocovieviviiiniininecieceeeee 111

xi



Xii Raising Goats For Dummies

Protecting Yourself with a Contract ..........cccoevveeieiieieeceeiecieceeeeeeene 111
Bringing Your Goats HOME ........ccoocoeiiiiiiiiininieeeeeee e 113
Transporting your g0ats ........cccceevuercieerieeeeneeneeseeseeie e e eaesenens 113
Quarantining NEW GOALtS ........cevvveriereereenieereere et eee e 114
Watching for signs of Stress ........cccceveevieeciiniiinvienienieeeeeeeeeen 115
Chapter 8: Working with YourGoats ........................... 117
Identifying Normal Goat Behavior..........ccccoecieviiviiininnieniieniiinienieseeeene 117
Establishing a “pecking” order...........ccccoeveeviiniinennennenienieneenens 118
Biting, butting, and mounting...........c.ccccceeeciieeiiiiiciiineeeeeeee e 119
Conducting Basic Training with Your Goats..........ccccoevenerircenenenennene. 121
Collars are not just decorations ...........cccceeeeeveevieecienciencieecieseeenens 121
Handling goats regularly.........cccccocirviiriieniienienieneeneeieeieeeeeeesnenn 122
Walking goats on alead .......ccoceverviirnieniieniiiniinieneeceeeeeee e 123
Teaching basiC MANNErS .........ccccevviiiviiriiirienieteeeeeeeeeeen 124
Moving Up to Advanced Goat Training...........cccecceevveevieeieneeneeneeeeeeneenne 125
Teaching tricks with a Clicker ..........cccoueeievienienieceeceeeeeeee 125
Using an obstacle COUISE........cooimiiiiiriieeienieceeeeeie e 126
HoUSEDIeaKing ........cccccveviiniiiieiieieiiecteeeese et 126
Preparing goats for packing .........cccocceevveviieniininnieniencinienieeieene 127
Training goats to pull @ cart .......c.ccoeveevvieriiniininnccceeeeee 129
Supervising Your Herd...........cooovieiieiecienieceeeeeeeeeee et 131
Meeting their social needs.........ccocoeeeveriiiiiniennennneeeeeeene 131
Evaluating the time you have to be home...........cccccecvvvciieiecnennnn. 132
Finding and training a reliable helper ..........cccccooceeviviiniiniieniennnnn. 132
Maintaining Physical Fitness..........cccccooivvieiiiiiniiniieciecececeeceeee 133
Walking with your goats .........coccevvervieeiiiniiiniinieneceeeeeeeeeen 134
Furnishing your yard or pasture with toys .........cccevervvnvennencen. 134
Taking Your Goats to Schools or Nursing Homes............ccccocveverinenncnne 135

Chapter 9: Handling Routine Care and Important

One-TimeTasks ... 137
Grooming YOUT GOALS ......cccuevieruieriieiiieiieteeieeie et et e e e e e e e e e saeeneenns 137
BrUSHING ..ottt et 138
Bathing ...ccveeeiieiecee e 138
CLIPPING 1ottt ettt ettt et e e beeae st e sabessbesanesanens 138
Specialized CliPPINg......cccvevirriieiiiniiiierieteeerr e 140
Caring fOr HOOVES .....cc.coviiiiiriiiiiitctcteeeece ettt 140
Preparing to trim.........ccoeeiiieeiiieeeeeee e 141
Trimming the ROOVES ........cccoveciiiiiiieeieceeeeeeee e 141
Dealing With HOYNS .......ooouieiiiiiieiicececeeteeee e 145
Horned OF NOL? ......ccuoeueeieiiieceeeeeeeee et s 145

The case for no horns on goats .........cecceeceevveenienieniensencenienienens 146
When to dishud......ccccooiiriiniiiiiiiieee e 146

HOow t0 diShud .......ooieiiiiiiiiiiieteteeeee et 146

Preventing and dealing with scurs ........c..cccccovvevviivnnniinncnncnen. 150



Table of Contents

Castrating Your BUCKS .........cccueiieviieiiieiieieeecie ettt e e ene e 151
The problem of poor Elmer, or why to castrate...........c.ccuecuenee. 152
Knowing when to castrate ...........ccoceveveeeeeeiecienieececeeeee e 152
Choosing a castration method..........ccccceevvevieninnieeiencineeieeeeene 153

Identifying Your Goats: Microchipping and Tattooing..........c..ccccceeenene 155
Choosing a method..........cccevieirieierieiceeeeeee s 155
TattooINg YOUT 0At......ccieviieieeiieiecieeteeeeeese e 156
Microchipping your goat ........c.cceceeveeveniiniinienceeneeeeeeeeeeene 157

Part I11: Glimpsing Goat Health and Breeding ............ 159

Chapter 10: Outlining Basic Health Care Requirements............ 161
Recognizing Signs of IIINESS.........coceviiriiniiniiiiceeeeeeceeeeeeeeee 161
Working with a Veterinarian ..........ccccocoeeeviiicieeiiiicecceeeeceee e 162

FINAING @ VO ooeiiieieeeeeeeeee ettt 163
Knowing when to call ........ccoooeevieiiiiiieiecieceeeeeeeeeee e 163
Preparing for a vet Visit.......ccoceeeeviiiviiniienienieeeeceeeeeeeen 164
Working with a non-goat veterinarian...........ccccoeceevcvenveneeneennennne. 165
Building a First Aid Kit ........cooeriirinieieeereeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeee e 165
The Straight Poop: Fecal Analysis........ccccceevieveeviieniieieeieccieeeeceeeeeeneene 167
GIVING INJECHIONS ...uiiiiiicieee et 169
Considering VacCinations...........ccccveiierieneeniieiieecieeieesieeee st see e saeesaeenns 171
Deciding whether to vaccinate ..........ccocccovvieniiiniiiiiniiiniiecceeee 171
Looking into common vaccinations ..........c.cceceeveeveecencieniienceennn. 172
Giving a vacCination ........cocceecierieniinienieeeeeee e 173
Keeping Health Records ..........cccoeiiieiiieiieiiceceeceer e, 173
Documenting important information ..........c..cccceeevververnienenenennnne 173
Keeping track of recurrent problems............cccceeceevieciieciieciencvennnnn. 174
Providing information for the vet..........cccocovvivnieninciniiciieie, 175
Tracking trendsS.........cceevevieriiiieieieiesesee et srens 175
Testing to Avoid Problems...........cccceeveievienenieieeeieeeeeeeeee e 175
Knowing what to test for.........ccocveeeiiicciieeeeceeeeeeeee e 176
How to draw blood for @ test.........ccevuererircienieeeeeeeeee e 176
Knowing the Law Regarding Drugs in Food Animals ............cccccveevennene 178

Chapter 11: Addressing Common Health Problems and Ailments. . . 181

Managing the Creepy-Crawli€s ..........ccccvevueevieiiiecieeiieeieeieeeeseeseeseesieenns 181
Controlling external parasites........c.ccocevveeveeveerieeniencienieereeeeneens 182
Minimizing internal parasites.........cccoevvverneinernerienenieereeeeneenn 184
Helping keep parasite problems at bay .......cccccoeceeververvieriienceennnene 187

Acquainting Yourself with Goat Viruses and Infections......................... 187
Caprine Arthritis Encephalitis Virus (CAEV) ......cccecvciviivennnnne. 188
ADSCESSES ..ttt st st 189

Hardware diSEaSE ......c...eevveveiiieiiiiiieieeeceeeee et 190

XI



xXiv

Raising Goats For Dummies

JONNE’S DISEASE ...ttt e 191
LISTEITOSIS . euieuieieiieiereeteete ettt s 191
SOTEMOULN ...t 192
PReumonia ... 193
WOUNAS ..ottt s 194
RINGWOTITN ..ottt ettt 194

FOOT TOL.. i 194
Examining Feed-Related Problems...........ccccccoeiiiiieiiieiecciieiecieceeeeeeene 195
SCOUTS ..ttt sttt ettt st ettt ettt et e aesbesbeae 195
BlOat.....oieiiieeee ettt e 196
ENterotoXemia ......ccccoeiiriienieniiiieiieeiectest ettt 197
Nutrient imbalancCes .........cccooeeverviiiiiniienieeceee e 198
POISONING ...oviiiiiiiiiiete e 201
Chapter 12: Breeding and Looking After Pregnant Goats........... 203
Preparing for Breeding...........cccceeiveeciiieciieieeeceee et 203
Running Through Goat Mating Habits: Courting Is Cruciall................... 204
Identifying the season for goat love ...........ccoevvvieveecinciincieciennnnn, 204
Manners, or what to expect from your goat..........cccecvrevercvervennnnne 205
Doing the deed .........ooiviieiiiiiiiiiiiieeeteee e 207
Housing a buck after breeding..........ccocceeveeviiniininncniiniinierieene 207
Finding Breeding Solutions When You Have Only Does............ccceuenu.n. 208
The invaluable bucCk rag......ccc.coccevviiriiniieniiiniiniiceeeeeeeeeeene 208
Leasing @ DUCK.......ccceeiiiieiieicciecie ettt 209
One-night stands, or driveway breeding..........cccceccevvvvrererviencuennnnne 209
Artificial insemination ..........ccoceevieviiriiniiniiicieneee e 210
Looking Into the Finer Points of Goat Pregnancy........cccceccovvvirvieniencnnns 210
Length of gestation .........cccveeeiiiiiieciieee e 210
False Pregnancy .......coccooeererreriennienieeeeeeeseesit ettt 211
Dealing with common pregnancy problems .........cc.cccoeceeevueennene 211
Getting Ready for Kidding .........ccccceeeieniieniieniieiicieciecieceeseesee e 214
Preparing the doe .........cccoovvvieiiniiiiicieteeetccceee e 214
Setting up a Kidding Pen.........ccccveveierienieieieieeeeeeeeee e 215
Being prepared with a kidding Kit........c..ccccceevierieiiecieieieeiee, 215
Knowing when she’ll kid (and what to do!) .....c..cccocceecerinccnenneee. 216
Chapter 13: Now Comes the Fun Part: Kids! ..................... 219
Grasping the Basics of Kidding..........cccooeviniriiieienieceeeeeee 219
Knowing what to expect from labor and birth..........c.c.cccccueeuenneen. 220
Handling multiples........cccooiirieiiriiiieeiececceee e 223
Taking Care of Mother and Kids after Kidding ...........ccccceeveerviervienennennns 224
Caring for the new mother.........cocooievirniiiiininieeeee 224
Caring for newborn Kids..........ccccoeveeierieiienieeeeccece e 225

The importance of coOloStrUM ..........ceecveeieiierierieceeeee e 226
Dealing with kid problems............ccccceevieeienienieneeceeceeieeveeeeeenn 226
Tube-feeding a weak Kid.........ccccceveiirieriieniienienienecseeececveeeeenn 229

VaCCINALING ....vivieiieeieiccteeeee ettt 231



Table of Contents

Feeding the Kids .......coooiiiiieceeeeee ettt 232
Deciding between hand-feeding or natural feeding....................... 232
ChooSing MilK.......ccceeiiriieieciecieseeeeeee et 233
Feeding individually or as a group ........cccceceeveeneeneecienciensienseennnens 233
Feeding schedule ...........ccoviiiiiiiiniiiiiinietcece e 234
Introducing solid fo0dS..........cecveieienieririreeeeee e 235
Weaning Kids ......cccveeiiiiiieeiecee et 236

Part 1V: Living Sustainably and Making
Money from Vour Goats...............cccaaaaaacueeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 239

Chapter 14: Discovering Goat Milk: How to Get, Use, and Sell It. . .241

Developing a Milking ROUtINE .........ccceeviiiiiienieiieeceerecee e 241
Knowing when to milK.........cccooviiriinieniiiiieieeieeieeieeieeve e 242
Keeping the milk fresh ........ccccoeeiviiiiviiniinieceeeee 243
Caring for the udder ........c..coocveriiniinieniiieeec e 244
Preventing mastitis........ccooveeveriiniiiiiiinieicceeceeen 244
Keeping reCOTdS ........ooiiiiieiiieiieiecie ettt sve et reeaaeeane s 245
Ending milking (Drying off)........cccocorinininiiiieeeeeeee 245

Getting a Grip on Hand-MilKing...........ccccoeveevieviinciinnieeieeieseeeeeeeeseesieene 246
Getting the SUPPLES.......ccocieriiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 247
Running through the hand-milking process.........cccoccecvevuenencnnene 247
Using a hand-milking machine ...........ccccoeceeniininninninniniinienienene 249

Using a Motorized Milking Machine............cccecoveeiiniciinciieeeeeeeee, 249

Handling Milk to Keep It Clean and Fresh .........c.ccoccooevinininiinenineene 252
Straining the MilK..........c.ccooiiiiieieiceeceeeeeeee e 252
Cooling the MilK ........c.ccevieriiriieieieieeee e 252
Storing the MilK..........cecveviiriiieieieeeseeee e 252

Staying Legal While Selling MilK ...........cccccvvirieiincienieieneeeeeeeeee e 253

Chapter 15: Goat Meat: From Breeding to Selling and Beyond ... . .. 255

Getting the Basics of Raising Goats for Meat ..........ccocceecierviiniiniincnnenns 256
Cross-breeding standard dairy goats to produce meat goats .....256
Using your dairy goats for meat..........cccoeceeeeeienieninencnieieneseeene 257

Selling YOUr PrOAUCES .......cccveviiiiiiicieeeeeee ettt 257
Identifying potential bUYers ..........cccocevieieveecievenececeeeeee e 257
SelliNg GOALS...ccviriiirieiieieeeeeee ettt sttt 260
AdVEriSING.....eivieiieieiiteteec et 262
Legal considerations ...........cccccuvevieeeiiencieeecieeee e 263
Determining what to charge.........c.cocceevveeienieniececceceeeeeeeee 263
Using marketing terminology properly.........ccceceevveecieecieecieeceennnnns 264

Slaughtering GOALS .......ceceeeverieriierieieeieierese ettt ese e aesaeerens 265
Doing it YOUISEIf........cceecveieiicieeieeeeee et 265
Using a licensed slaughter plant...........ccoccovviiniininnenninninnienienen, 265
Hiring a mobile butcher ............cccveeiiieciieeeeeeeeee e 266

Humanely slaughtering goats.........coccovevveniininnnniniineeeeeeeene 266

xv



X(/i Raising Goats For Dummies

Using All of the GOat.......cccceeiiiiieieciececeee et 267
Hide tanning .........cooeoiiiiiiineeee e 267
Animal feed ......ooiiiiiiii e 269
Using the organs for herd health check........c.ccoceevvvvirviniennnnnnn. 269

Chapter 16: Further Benefits of Goats: Fiber, Breeding,
Weed Control,andMore...............coviiiiiiiiiiinnnnn. 2n

Harvesting and Selling FiDer .........cccccooviiiiiniiniiicececececeee e 271
Reviewing fiDer tyPes ......cocueveeviiriiiiiiniecieceeeeeeie e 272
Shearing: How and When.........ccccocivviiniiniinieniecccceneseeeeenn 273
Processing the fiber.........ccoovvieieieieeeceeeee e 275
SPINMUNG. ..cuviiiieiicieceeeeereee ettt e e e s be e teesaeeaseeveessessaensaens 277
Selling Your fIDET ........cocieviiririeieieeeeeee e 278

ShOWING YOUY GOALS.....cccieiieiieiieieeieeieeteete et teeveeae st e s ae e e saeenes 280
FINding ShOWS....cc.oiviiieiieeeeeec e 280
Preparing your goat for showing .........cccecevvvevieniinieniinninienienen, 281
Getting your supplies together .........ccccocevviivinviniiniiniiniereeee 284
Earning more than just ribbons..........cccccoecveeiiiiccienieceeee e, 284
Marketing at SHOWS......ccc.ecvieriiiiicieeeeeeeeee e 285

Creating Mini Bre@ds........cccovieiieciieniieniieieeieeie sttt sae e 285

Offering BUCK SEIVICE ......cccovieviiiiiiiieiieieccceete ettt sae e 287

Selling COMPOST .....ccveriiiriieieiiirieeteeteete sttt steete st st e s e e saeenaeenes 288

Hiring Out for Weed Control ...........ccccovvivviiniiniiniiiiieeieeeeseeeeeseeseene 289

Providing “Goat Therapy” ........cccceceeieeieiieceeeeeieesteere et ee e sve e 289

Part U: The Part of Tenis ..........ccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnns 291

Chapter 17: Ten Common Mistakes First-Time

GoatOwnersMake ...t 293
Getting Too Many Goats Too Fast.........cccceeeieviiviniiniencienienieeeeeceseene 293
Failing to Educate Yourself before Getting Goats .........ccccccevvvervieneenenns 294
Underestimating the COStS......occovviriiniiiniiniiiieceeeeeeeeeeee 294
Paying Too Much or Too Little for Your Goats .........c.cccceevverirrieeeennenns 295
Getting Only One GOat .........cccevveruirieieieieeee et 295
Buying Unhealthy GOats ........c.cccoveeieeieriiiniinieeeceeeeeeee e 296
Neglecting Routine Management and Care ..........ccccceeeevveevienienieeneeneenne 296
Overlooking Your Goats’ Dietary Needs.........cccoccevvierviencieniienienieeneenenne 297
Giving the Goats Too Little Attention ...........ccccevvervienieniieniiinienienceeee 297
Getting a Buck before You're Ready .......cccccceeeveeciieieeieciecieceeceeeeeeene 298

Chapter 18: Ten Tips for Showing YourGoat .................... 299
Practice Walking with Your Goat before the Show ...........ccccvvrveevenens 300
Thoroughly Clean and Groom Your Goat before the Show ................... 300

Dress APPropriately.......ccccieciiiciieiieeiieeieciestese et 301



Table of Contents X(/'i i

Keep Your Goat between You and the Judge ...........ccoeevveiieiinieceennenns 301
Keep Your Eyes on the Judge at All Times...........cccceeevererienienenenenene 301
Don’t Talk with Your Neighbor .........ccccceiiiiieniiiiiicececeeceeeeeeeeee 302
Remain Calm Even If Your Goat Is Misbehaving..........ccccecevvvinviineenenns 302
Do What the Judge ASKS ......ccceviiriirienieniestcccecieeeee et 302
Keep Your Goat Properly Set Up ......ccoocvrieriiniininniiiieeieneeneeeeeseeseene 303
Be a Good Loser (OF WINNET) ........coceeeeienierieniieieieieienie et eeene 303
Chapter 19: Ten Misconceptions about Goats ................... 305
Goats Will Eat ANYthing .......cccceoveeiieiieiieieeece et 305
GOALS SHINK.....cciiiiieieciececeeee ettt ettt et e e s be e s e e aeereenes 306
Goats Aren’t Very SImMart........ccccceeeeerieiienieeiieieeieesieeeeeee e e eesaeesaeenes 306
Goats Make Good Lawn MOWELS ........ccceevueerieeriersierienieneesieseeseeseeeneeenne 306
Goat Milk Tastes Bad .......ccccoeievieniiiiiieiieiececiesiesteeest et 307
Goat Meat Tastes Bad .......c.cooeevirviiiniiniiiieciccieciecee ettt 307
Goats Get Most of Their Water from Plants.........ccccccoeeevncnnencnncnnne. 307
Goats Are Only for People Who Can’t Afford Cows ........cceceeveeveeuennne. 308
Only Male Goats Have Beards...........ccoovevueeviieciieiiieieeiecieceeeee e 308
A Dog Makes a Good Friend for a Goat.........ccceceerverieneenenciincieriesiennnene 308

Appendix: Goat-Milk Recipes..................ccaccuueeaaaeaaces 311

Cheeses and YOZUIt .....ccveviiriiiieiieieeteteeteete ettt ae e 311
DITIIIKS .ttt e et e et e e eeaae e e e eeate e e e eabe e s serbaeeeenes 314
Entrees and Side DiShes .........ocooviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiicceec e 316
DIESSEITS ..veieiireeeeeeeee ettt ettt eer e ee e e et e e e e e e e e eareeeeebaaeeenns 322

JOACK «eeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeaaaaaaaanannnnnnsnsnsseeeeeeeeeeees 325



X(/iii Raising Goats For Dummies




Introduction

Welcome to Raising Goats For Dummies. Raising goats is a rewarding
and challenging adventure. Whether you are new to it or have been

raising goats for a few years, you never quit find out about or being delighted
by these intelligent creatures.

[ wrote this book to help you get started successfully raising goats and to
answer any questions that you have. Whether you're raising goats for fun,
for companionship, or to add value to your farm and your lifestyle, this book
gets you on the right track.

About This Book

[ took ten years between thinking about getting some goats and actually
getting them. [ had to get a place where [ could keep them and then try to
figure out what [ wanted and what [ was getting into. After I actually became a
goat owner, | had to figure out a lot through trial and error.

I needed a book that laid out the basics, gave me tips on what to look for,
what to expect, and how to avoid some of the most common pitfalls. This
book does that. It gives you the basic information you need to make the
intelligent decisions required to successfully raise goats and helps you avoid
making mistakes that have a negative effect on their lives and yours.

Even if you've been raising goats for a few years, this book can help you. You
find new ideas on how to keep your goats healthy and happy. And you find
out how you can use the goats you have to become more self-sufficient. This
book is for anyone who wants to raise goats.

Conventions Used in This Book

[ use the following conventions throughout the text to make things consistent
and easy to understand:
v All Web addresses appear in monofont.

v New terms appear in italic and are closely followed by an easy-to-
understand definition.
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+ Bold highlights the action parts of numbered steps and key words in
bullet lists.

When this book was printed, some Web addresses may have needed to break
across two lines of text. If that happened, no extra characters like hyphens
indicate the break. So, when using one of these Web addresses, just type in
exactly what you see in this book, as though the line break doesn’t exist.

Foolish Assumptions

When writing this book, I made some assumptions about who you, the reader
might be. I assume that you

v Are already planning to get some goats or have a few and want to find
out more about caring for them
v Are interested in the basics of raising goats for milk, meat, fiber, or pets

v Want to grow some of your own food so you can control the quality and
what goes into it

v Don’t know much about goat health care and plan to work with a
veterinarian when your goats get sick

v Want to save money by building some of structures and supplies your
goats need

What Vou're Not to Read

The beauty of Raising Goats For Dummies is that you don’t have to read the
whole book to come away with quite a bit of easily applicable information.
You can skip the shaded boxes of text called sidebars, which contain stories
or examples that relate to information in the chapter. Sidebars help you
connect more with some of the ideas in the chapter, but they don’t contain
new ideas and so are skippable.

How This Book Is Organized

This is a reference book, organized so that you can find what’s relevant to
you without starting at the beginning and reading all the way through. The
upcoming sections let you know what you find where.
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Part I: Getting Acquainted with Goats

Before you run out and buy some goats, take the time to learn the basics. In
this part of the book, I introduce you to goats, telling you about the many
ways that goats can help you, and running through goat terminology and the
goat parts you need to know. You get a sense of what makes a goat a goat —
the normal behavior you can expect (which doesn’t include eating cans).

You also find descriptions of the different categories and breeds of goats so
that you start to figure out which goat may meet your needs. And I tell you
how to get ready for goats, explaining the steps you take to make sure your
goats will be safe and happy on your property.

Part II: Bringing Your Goats Home

Part Il is where you discover where to find the goats you want, how to make
sure they're healthy, and how to ensure that your purchase gives you what
you want with a contract. | help you prepare to bring your goats home,
outlining all the stuff you need to care for your goats and the steps you take
to maintain them.

Goats have distinct personalities, and in this part you find out what to expect
from your goats. I show you how to work with them and how to teach them a
few basic and advanced skills.

Part I1I: Glimpsing Goat
Health and Breeding

You can prevent problems in goats with a little foresight and care. This
section guides you through steps you take to keep your goats healthy. I show
you which records you need to keep and give you the lowdown on common
testing and immunizations. I also equip you with knowledge about common
goat health problems so that you know what to watch for.

Your healthy goats will have some healthy urges along the way, and this part
of the book details the breeding, pregnancy, and kidding processes.

3
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Part lU: Living Sustainably and Making
Money from Your Goats

Here’s where you find out about working in partnership with your goats to
save or make money. You find out here about milking your goats and making
and selling products from the milk. You can also turn to this part to find out
about caring for meat goats and to get ideas for using your goats to live
sustainably or produce income.

Part U: The Part of Tens

This section is packed with tips, facts, and recipes to supplement your goat
knowledge. You find out about mistakes first-time goat owners tend to make
and get pointers for showing your goats like a pro. I dispel ten myths about

goats. I also give you my all-time favorite goat milk recipes.

Icons Used in the Book

WMBER
@ﬁ
&

Throughout this book, little pictures in the margins draw your attention to
special types of information that make your reading experience more helpful.
Here’s what you find:

Some information bears repeating, and I highlight it with this icon. Important
points that you may turn to again and again appear next to it.

The information you find next to this icon is more detailed than usual. When
you see it, feel free to move on. You won'’t lose out on main points.

Beside this icon are nuggets of important information that help you to be a
better goatkeeper. I use this icon to show you ways to save time or money —
or both.

This dangerous-looking icon draws your attention to potential bad outcomes
or mistakes that you want to avoid. Pay close attention to them.
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Where to Go from Here

Pick a chapter, any chapter. Each one is its own little book. You won’t

need to go back to fill in missing pieces from earlier chapters. Looking for
information about what to expect from kidding? Turn to Chapter 13. Want to
glimpse the details of caring for goats? Chapter 9 has what you need. And if
you're an overachiever or just insatiably curious, by all means turn the page
and keep going until you get to the back cover.

[ imagine that the more you find out about goats, the more likely you are to
fall in love with them. They’re smart, curious, and calming, and they can even
help you make some money. So welcome to the world of goats. I'm grateful
for the opportunity to help you on your quest.
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“These guys are great for the weeds,but for the
roof and gutters nothing beats the mountain goat.”




In this part . . .

’{ere’s where you discover the basics about the
remarkable goat. See why you’d want goats and the

benefits they can provide; figure out how to identify a
healthy goat; run through the different breeds you might
choose from; and find out how you prepare to bring them
home.




Chapter 1

Discovering the Joys of
Raising Goats

In This Chapter
Finding out about the many benefits of raising goats
Getting to know these lovable animals
Deciding whether goatkeeping is for you

’ve been raising goats since 1998, and I'm still not tired of them. In fact, I

can’t imagine my life without them. Talk to any other serious goatkeepers
and you hear that after they get “in your blood” you have to have at least a
couple.

When you get a sense of goats’ many uses and get to know their unique
qualities, goats will get in your blood, too. Goats are more than livestock,
they’re friends and helpmates, and they’re entertaining as heck.

Goats have been called the poor man’s cow but a better name for them
would be the “green” cow. They take up less space, cost less to feed, and
even contribute less to global warming because they don’t emit as much
methane gas. On top of all that, they’re smart, friendly, and easy to manage
with the proper set-up. This chapter introduces you to the benefits of raising
goats and lets you know what you can expect from the experience.

Finding Goat Basics

Goats are intelligent and friendly animals. They come in all sizes (but only
one shape) and can help you in numerous ways. After you decide what you
want to accomplish with them, you have a lot of breeds to choose from. (All
goat owners have their favorite, which they can talk about endlessly.) Check
out Chapter 3 for a rundown of goat breeds.
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Thank goats for coffee

According to legend, goats in the charge of an
Ethiopian goatherd named Kaldi failed to return
one evening. When he found them the next
morning, they were excited and dancing next to
a shrub covered in red berries. He investigated,
trying the berries, and discovered that they
were responsible for the goats’ excitement. The
goats had discovered coffee.

threw them into the fire. When he smelled the
pleasant odor they gave out as they roasted, he
raked them out of the fire, ground them up, and
mixed them with water. Coffee’s use as a stimu-
lant drink gradually spread around the world.

Goats still enjoy coffee, and some goat owners
use it to stimulate labor and give energy to a

doe that is kidding.
When the goatherd took the berries to the
town monastery, the abbot disapproved and

Goats are unique animals within the ruminant classification. Ruminants are
also known as “cud-chewing” animals, or as having four stomachs. You can
find out more about their digestive systems in Chapter 2, as well as how to
tell them from sheep, what makes a healthy goat, and how goats communicate
with you and each other.

Being responsible for goats is a serious undertaking. [ say “goats” because
goats need a herd to be happy, so you shouldn’t get just one goat. You can
read more about why you need at least two goats and other ways to keep
them happy in Part IL

These critters can live for seven years or more, so getting goats is like getting
a dog — you may be taking care of them for quite a while. Chapter 2 tells you
about their life expectancy.

Glimpsing the Benefits of Owning Goats

Goats are fantastic animals that have been domesticated for more than
10,000 years. You get a lot from a relatively small animal — you can milk
them or eat their meat, use their fiber and their skin for making clothing, and
even use their dung for fuel (if you are so inclined). In the past, goat hide was
made into bags for carrying water and wine and parchment for writing on; it
is still used to make drums in some countries.

You may want to raise goats for a variety of reasons. Whatever brings you to
goats, you're guaranteed to find additional benefits to owning these critters
after you start working with them.



