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Introduction

Query is all around you. You see it on hugely popular sites such as Twitter

and Facebook. When you visit Yahoo! or Google, there it is. Someone’s
Aunt Mary has a snazzy Web site with jQuery effects for her pet photography
business. But there you are, using animated gifs. Your site looks dated, and
you aren’t keeping up with your competition. It’s time for you to add the
power of jQuery to your site.

Welcome to the first edition of jQuery For Dummies, the book that was written
especially for people who want to include jQuery code and plug-ins on their
Web sites but haven’t a clue how to start.

Maybe you’ve already tried to add jQuery to your site, but the documenta-
tion you've found is targeted to programmers. You want to know how to add
some simple but compelling jQuery effects to your pages or some great pre-
built jQuery plug-ins, but you don’t have the time to dig through tedious and
yawn-inducing technical explanations of how to make it all work.

You need this book.

In jQuery For Dummies, 1 use everyday language to show you how to write
jQuery code and use jQuery plug-ins. I don’t assume that you know to pro-
gram. You don’t even need to know how to write HTML, although you’ll get
more out of this book if you do. The goal of this book is to show you, without
the technical jargon, how to take advantage of jQuery with only a few lines of
code added to your HTML pages.

About This Book

This isn’t the kind of book you need to read from start to finish. You can pick
up this book, turn to just about any page, and start reading. Each of its 22 chap-
ters covers a specific aspect of jQuery — such as downloading jQuery, building
simple jQuery effects, using amazing jQuery plug-ins, or integrating jQuery with
popular Content Management Systems such as Drupal, Joomla!, and WordPress.
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How to Use This Book

This book works like a reference. Decide on a topic you want to find out
about. Look for it in the table of contents or in the index. Then turn to the
area of interest and read as much as you need.

You don’t have to memorize anything. This is a need-to-know book. Need to
know how create an accordion menu? Pick up the book. Need to know how to
fade in or fade out something on your Web page? Pick up the book. Want to find
an awesome jQuery plug-in to display your photographs in an image gallery?
You're all set.

This book rarely directs you elsewhere for information — just about every-
thing that you need to know about jQuery is right here.

Finally, this book contains a lot of code. You can type the code or download
it from the companion Web site at www . dummies.com/go/jqueryfd.

Foolish Assumptions

I’'m making only one assumption about who you are: You're a nonprogrammer
who has heard of jQuery and wants to add it to your own site. Both
Macintosh and Windows users can use this book.

How This Book Is Organized

Inside this book, you find chapters arranged in seven parts. Each chapter
breaks down into sections that cover various aspects of the chapter’s main
subject. The chapters are in a logical sequence, so reading them in order
makes sense. But the book is modular enough that you can pick it up and
start reading at any point.

Here’s the lowdown on what’s in each of the seven parts.

Part I: Getting Started with jQuery

The chapters in this part are a layperson’s introduction to what jQuery is all
about, where to get it, and how to use it in a Web page. This part is a good
place to start if you've never looked at jQuery code, aren’t clear on what a
Web server is, and don’t know how to build a basic Web page.

The best thing about Part I is that it starts at the very beginning and doesn’t
assume that you know how to download, upload, and build Web pages. It also
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covers the most fundamental parts of using jQuery: connecting the jQuery
library to a Web page, selecting elements on your Web page, and making
special effects happen when you want them to. When you finish Part I, you’ll
be able to change the content or appearance of elements on your page when
a visitor mouses over a link on your page, clicks an image, and more.

Part II: Affecting Elements with Effects

The goal of the chapters in Part Il is to show you how to start changing the
appearance of your Web page in response to user actions with jQuery. I take
you beyond simply showing and hiding elements on a page to fun actions
such as fading in and out and animating.

Part I1I: Manipulating Your Web Page

Whereas Part Il focuses on making elements on your page move, fade in and
out, and animate, Part Il gets to the heart of the matter. This is where you
find out how to change the text and content on your page.

Part IU: Using Plug-ins and Widgets

You take your site to a new level in Part IV, where you discover the plentiful
free jQuery plug-ins developed by scores of talented programmers. The plug-
ins are just waiting for you to download and integrate into your own site. And
did I mention that they're free?

Part U: Building AJAX Applications

In Part V, you gain a broad understanding of AJAX and integrate some robust
jQuery AJAX plug-ins into your own site. AJAX is complicated and can involve
the integration of several programming languages. It’s a topic that could
easily fill up an entire book, but this part gives you a simple introduction and
points you in the right direction for getting started.

Part Ul: Integrating jQuery with
Content Management Systems

Content Management Systems (CMS) are wildly popular, and it’s no wonder.
With a CMS, you can build an entire robust Web site in just a few hours. And

3
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three of the most widely used CMS — Drupal, Joomla!, and WordPress —
support jQuery. Part VI gives you pointers on including jQuery with all three.

Part UII: The Part of Tens

This wouldn’t be a Dummies book without a collection of lists of interesting
snippets: ten jQuery plug-ins or add-ons for your Web site, ten jQuery design
tricks, and ten sites you can visit to find out even more about jQuery. You
find all this in Part VIL.

Icons Used in This Book

Those nifty little pictures in the margin aren’t there to just pretty up the
place. They also have practical functions.

Hold it — technical details lurk just around the corner. Read on only if you
want to find out a little more about the inner workings of jQuery. But if your
eyes glaze over, move on.

<P Pay special attention to this icon; it lets you know that some particularly
useful tidbit is at hand — perhaps a shortcut or a little-used command that
pays off big. And sometimes tips point you to important information in other
parts of this book.

CMBER o . . .
\“‘ This icon indicates important, often basic, information that you should try to

A,

remember. You will need this information again and again, both in the exam-
ples in this book and in your own jQuery explorations.

QING/ Danger, Will Robinson! This icon highlights information that may help you
Y avert disaster. And by disaster, | mean your code won’t run, your plug-in won’t
function, and your day will be shot. You'll spend far too long trying to track
down the problem. Instead, give this icon special attention.

Where to Go from Here

Yes, you can get there from here. With this book in hand, you’re ready to add
exciting jQuery effects and functionality to your Web pages. Browse through
the table of contents and decide where you want to start. Your Web pages
will never be the same!



Part |

Getting Started
with jQuery

The Sth Wave By Rich Tennant

O R TENNANT t

“We should cast a circle, invoke the elements,
and divect the energy. If that doesn’t work,
we'll read the manval.”



In this part . . .

ou have to begin somewhere, and here’s the place.

Before you can use jQuery, you have to get the
jQuery library. Then you need to know what to do with it.
And just what is jQuery, anyway? These chapters give
you all the answers.

After you have the jQuery library squared away, it’s time
to use it. Simply follow the clear, easy examples to add
code to your Web page.

You'll also discover how to pinpoint Web page elements,
such as images, divs, and links. And how to call jQuery
when specific events occur, such as when an element is
clicked or a div is moused over.

If you don’t know anything about jQuery, or you don’t
know how to select elements, or you don’t know how to
detect events, start here.




Chapter 1

Getting Up and Running
with jQuery

In This Chapter
Getting jQuery
Creating a test environment
Using jQuery in a Web page
Executing code after a Web page loads

perhaps you’re reading this book because you need to create an image
viewer for your Web site. Maybe you want to make something on your
page fade in and out. Or maybe you want to give visitors to your site a way
to upload files. jQuery can help you add hundreds of impressive interactive
effects to your Web page quickly and easily.

In this chapter, you find an overview of how jQuery works, how to use it in
your own Web pages, and how to create your first simple Web page with a
jQuery effect.

Finding Out What jOuery Can Do for You

jQuery gives Web developers and designers an easy way to create sophisti-
cated effects with almost no coding. Because jQuery is so easy to implement,
its popularity is growing. You see examples of jQuery all over the Web.
Facebook and Twitter, for example, use a number of jQuery effects.

When you post a new tweet on Twitter, the page doesn’t reload. Instead, the
code behind the Web page calls a jQuery function to make your new tweet
appear and all the other tweets on your page move down. Another jQuery
feature on Twitter is the notification you receive when a new tweet arrives,
as shown in Figure 1-1.
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|
Figure 1-1:
Twitter uses
a number of
jQuery
functions.
|
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If you click the notification, the new tweets appear on your page, and the
older tweets slide down. The Web page never reloads; instead, the content
on the page changes dynamically.

Defining jOuery

To understand jQuery, it helps to know a little about JavaScript, a programming
language that your Web browser understands. JavaScript code can interact
with images and text on your Web page — for example, hiding an image,
moving text, or changing content after a certain period of time or when a
visitor to your page does something, such as roll his mouse cursor over a
link. JavaScript code can make an image appear when someone visiting a
Web page clicks a button, can make a window pop up 30 seconds after you
browse to a Web page, or can check to make sure a visitor to your site filled
out a Web form correctly. JavaScript is robust and commonly used to add
interactivity and dynamic effects to Web pages. But JavaScript is a complete
programming language, and to use it effectively, you have to learn to program.

jQuery is an add-on library for JavaScript. Think of jQuery as JavaScript code
that’s been written for you. In general, all you have to do is include a line or
two of code in your page that calls the jQuery code. jQuery does the hard
JavaScript coding work for you.



