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anyway? Well, it didn't take too much more
conversation to realize that, in music biz parlance, the
mild-mannered gray-haired fellow sitting on my right
was a total monster

Yet there was more. Much more. As we drove farther,
Knechtel filled me in on the fascinating fact that he
wasn't the only one who had done this extraordinary

d of work. He told me that during the Sixties and
early Seventies he had teamed with a small number of
similarly talented musicians (known today as the
Wrecking Crew) who had secretly played the
instruments on most of the records of any consequence
that came out of Los Angeles. From Phil Spector to the
Beach Boys, from the Mamas & the Papas to the Byrds,
some combination of these players was responsible for
the instrumentation on literally thousands of songs by
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