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Foreword

Clear and concise clinical indications for PET/CT in the management of the oncology patient are presented in this series of 15 separate booklets.
The impact on better staging, tailored management and specific treatment of the
patient with cancer has been achieved with the advent of this multimodality imaging
technology. Early and accurate diagnosis will always pay, and clear information can
be gathered with PET/CT on treatment responses. Prognostic information is gathered and can forward guide additional therapeutic options.
It is a fortunate coincidence that PET/CT was able to derive great benefits from
radionuclide-labelled probes, which deliver good and often excellent target to non-
target signals. Whilst labelled glucose remains the cornerstone for the clinical benefit achieved, a number of recent probes are definitely adding benefit. PET/CT is
hence an evolving technology, extending its applications and indications. Significant
advances in the instrumentation and data processing available have also contributed
to this technology, which delivers high throughput and a wealth of data, with good
patient tolerance and indeed patient and public acceptance. As an example, the role
of PET/CT in the evaluation of cardiac disease is also covered, with emphasis on
labelled rubidium and labelled glucose studies.
The novel probes of labelled choline, labelled peptides, such as DOTATATE,
and, most recently, labelled PSMA (prostate-specific membrane antigen) have
gained rapid clinical utility and acceptance, as significant PET/CT tools for the
management of neuroendocrine disease and prostate cancer patients, notwithstanding all the advances achieved with other imaging modalities, such as MRI. Hence, a
chapter reviewing novel PET tracers forms part of this series.
The oncological community has recognised the value of PET/CT and has delivered
advanced diagnostic criteria for some of the most important indications for PET/
CT. This includes the recent Deauville criteria for the classification of PET/CT patients
with lymphoma—similar criteria are expected to develop for other malignancies, such
as head and neck cancer, melanoma and pelvic malignancies. For completion, a separate section covers the role of PET/CT in radiotherapy planning, discussing the indications for planning biological tumour volumes in relevant cancers.
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Foreword

These booklets offer simple, rapid and concise guidelines on the utility of PET/
CT in a range of oncological indications. They also deliver a rapid aide memoire on
the merits and appropriate indications for PET/CT in oncology.
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