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Introduction
As an art form and a craft, crochet spans centuries and countries around the world. In this book, I tried to pay homage to 
that fact. Inside you will find patterns that date from Victorian lacework, 1960s retro granny squares, and modern interpreta-
tions of crochet. The stitches span the globe from the United States to the Ukraine to Japan to South America and more. I 
wanted to compile and touch on as many forms of this unique craft as I could. You will find patterns that look deceptively 
like knitting, but in actuality are simply slip stitch crochet, and the patterns might look deceptively challenging—like the 
mosaic colorwork pattern—but in actuality are simply stripes of color. You will also find motifs that range from the classic 
granny square to gothic window inspired hexagons. In the Tunisian chapter, you can explore my favorite part of the tech-
nique, which is the woven-like fabric it can create.

Using my tips and tricks to make your work look sensational, I hope this book will jump-start your creativity in crochet. You 
can mix and match any of the edgings with any of the stitch patterns for unique scarves or blankets, or try new-to-you meth-
ods of joining motifs and granny squares for exceptional shawls and afghans. How about testing out complex cables as bor-
ders on your next cardigan? 

Crochet Symbol Basics
Every stitch pattern in this book has a helpful diagram associated with it. With a few tips, these diagrams can become your 
best guide to successful crocheting. The key to understanding crochet symbols is that each symbol represents a crochet 
stitch. (For a list of crochet symbols, see page 270.) I like to think of them as little stick diagrams of the actual stitch 
because crochet symbols try to mimic the actual stitch as close as possible. The best thing about the symbols is they are used 
internationally. Once you master them, you can use the symbols in any crochet book from Russia to Japan.

Stitches
First let’s look at the smallest stitch, the chain. The symbol is an oval. Why an oval? Well, think about making a chain stitch: 
It’s a loop pulled through another loop that looks a lot like interlocking ovals. Next is the slip stitch, which is a filled dot. It 
is little and almost invisible, just like the actual stitch. The single crochet is a squat cross, again just like the stitch. The half 
double crochet is slightly taller than the single crochet. The double crochet is taller than the half double and has an extra 
cross in its middle. From the double crochet up, the little cross tells you how many yarn overs you have before you insert your 
hook. Go ahead, make a double crochet. Now look at your stitch: Do you see the little cross in the middle of the stitch? That’s 
why the double crochet symbol has that bar in the middle of its post. The rest of the symbols fall in line with the same rea-
soning. If the stitch is short, the symbol will be short; if the stitch puffs out, the symbol will as well. 

Diagrams
As previously mentioned, every pattern in the book has a stitch diagram  alongside the written directions. This is to help guide 
you in the pattern and make it easier to see where the stitches will be created.
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Granny Squares
To read granny square diagrams, you start in the center just as you would to crochet. Following the symbol key, crochet the 
stitches you see. The numbers on the diagram let you know where the beginning of each round is so you can keep track of 
where you are. Granny square diagrams feature each round in a new color so it’s easy to keep track of what round you are on.

Stitch Pattern
Stitch pattern diagrams are not much different than granny square diagrams. The key difference is that instead of crochet-
ing in the round, you crochet back and forth in turned rows. Therefore, when reading the diagram, you start at the bottom 
foundation chain. The diagrams in this book have a gray section that indicates the stitch pattern repeat. To start crochet-
ing, make as many chains as the diagram shows. To do so, crochet a multiple of the number of chains in the gray high-
lighted area plus the ones not included in the shading. Then, following the symbol key, crochet the stitches you see for the 
first row. At the end of the row, turn, and continue crocheting the stitches you see for the following rows. The numbers on 
the diagram let you know where the beginning of each row is so you can keep track of where you are. Each diagram uses a 
new color for each row so it’s easy to keep track of what row you are on.
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2 Crochet Stitches Visual Encyclopedia

CHAIN SPACE  ST ITCH PATTERNSSLIP  ST ITCH PATTERNS

Slip Stitch
The smallest of all the stitches, this dense fabric makes 
great kitchen scrubbies with cotton yarn.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sl st in 1st ch from hk and ea ch across, 
turn.

Row 2: Sl st in ea sl st across, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1
2

3
4

5
6

TI
P When crocheting slip stitch patterns, use 

a hook that is two to three times larger 
than recommended on the ball band of 
the yarn. Slip stitches tend to tighten up 
over time, so using a larger hook helps 
to guarantee that your swatch does not 
become smaller as you work.

Front Loop Slip Stitch
This simple pattern makes a thin fabric that is great for 
hats.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sl st in 1st ch from hk and ea ch across, 
turn.

Row 2: Sl st flp in ea sl st across, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1
2

3
4

5
6
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3Chapter 1 • Simple Stitch Patterns

Back Loop Slip Stitch
Looking for a ribbing that very closely matches knitting? 
This pattern is for you.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sl st in 1st ch from hk and ea ch across, turn.

Row 2: Sl st blp in ea sl st across, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1
2

3
4

5
6

Purl Slip Stitch
This pattern can easily pass for purl stitches 
in knitting.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sl st in 1st ch from hk and ea ch across, 
turn.

Row 2: Sl st blp in ea sl st across, turn.

Row 3: Sl st flp in ea sl st across, turn.

Rep rows 2 and 3 to desired length.

1
2

3
4

5

7
6
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S INGLE  CROCHET  PATTERNS

Single Crochet
The fattest of all the stitches, single crochet comes in handy 
for any project, from sweaters to toys.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sc in 2nd ch from hk and ea ch across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 1, sc in ea sc across, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3

5

2

4

Foundation Single Crochet
This is a great way to start projects if your crochet chains are 
always too tight. It creates the chain and first row of single 
crochet at the same time.

Ch 2, insert hk in 2nd ch from hk, pull up lp, yo, draw through 
1 lp (the “ch”), yo, draw through 2 lps (the “sc”), *insert hk 
under 2 lps of the “ch” st of last st and pull up lp, yo, and 
draw through 1 lp, yo and draw through 2 lps; rep from * for 
length of foundation.

04_9781118030059-ch01.indd   404_9781118030059-ch01.indd   4 8/26/11   7:18 PM8/26/11   7:18 PM



5Chapter 1 • Simple Stitch Patterns

Single Crochet Ribbing
This ribbing is faster to crochet than slip stitch ribbing, with 
the same amount of elasticity.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sc in 2nd ch from hk and ea ch across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 1, sc blp in ea sc across, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3
2

4

TI
P

To join the ribbing to sweater cuffs or a 
collar, join the yarn to the edge of the 
sweater with a slip stitch. Crochet the 
desired number of chains and complete 
row 1. At the end of the row, slip stitch 
twice to the edge of the sweater—once to 
join the ribbing to the sweater, and a sec-
ond time as a turning chain. Do not chain 
1 and complete row 2. Continue around 
the sweater with slip stitch to the sweater 
edge every other row.

Alternating Single Crochet 
Spike
This fabric makes very warm vests for men and kids.

Single Crochet Spike (sc spike): Insert hk into st 1 row 
below, pull up lp, yo, and pull through all lps on hk.

Ch an even number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sc in 2nd ch from hk and ea ch across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 1, sc in 1st sc, *sc spike over next sc into ch below, 
sc in next sc; rep from * across, turn.

Row 3: Ch 1, sc in 1st 2 sc, *sc spike over next sc, sc in next 
sc; rep from * across to last sc, sc in last sc, turn.

Row 4: Ch 1, sc in 1st sc, *sc spike over next sc, sc in next sc; 
rep from * across, turn.

Rep rows 3 and 4 to desired length.

1

3

5

2

4

6
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Tweed
This simple stitch pattern can transform itself into tweed when you 
crochet each row in a different color.

Ch an even number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sc in 2nd ch from hk, *ch 1, sk next ch, sc in next ch; 
rep from * across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 1, sc in 1st sc, sc in next ch-1 sp, *ch 1, sk next sc, sc in 
next ch-1 sp; rep from * across to last sc, sc in last sc, turn.

Row 3: Ch 1, sc in 1st sc, *ch 1, sk next sc, sc in next ch-1 sp; rep 
from * across to last 2 sts, ch 1, sk next sc, sc in last sc, turn.

Rep rows 2 and 3 to desired length.

1

3

5

2

4

Angled
This lightweight pattern is perfect for cardigans and skirts that 
need to move.

Ch a multiple of 3 sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sc in 2nd ch from hk, ch 3, sc in next ch, sk next ch, 
*sc in next ch, ch 3, sc in next ch, sk next ch; rep from * across, 
turn.

Row 2: Ch 1, (sc, ch 3, sc) in ea ch-3 sp across, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3
2

4
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Rocking
A mix of lace and texture makes this simple pattern great for baby 
blankets.

Ch an even number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Sc2tog over 2nd and 3rd ch from hk, *ch 1, sc3tog 
over prev ch and next 2 ch; rep from * across to last 2 ch, ch 1, 
sc2tog over prev ch and last ch, turn.

Row 2: Ch 1, sc2tog over 1st sc and next ch-1 sp, *ch 1, sc3tog 
over prev ch-1 sp and next sc and ch-1 sp; rep from * across to last 
ch-1 sp, ch 1, sc2tog over prev ch-1 sp and last sc, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3
2

4

Extended Single Crochet
This very thin fabric works well for all types of projects, from socks 
to gloves.

Extended single crochet (esc): Insert hk into next st, yo and pull 
up a lp, yo, draw through 1 lp on hk, yo, and draw through rem 2 
lps on hk.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Esc in 3rd ch from hk (sk ch counts as esc) and ea ch 
across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 2 (counts as esc), esc in ea esc across to t-ch, esc in top 
of t-ch, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3

2

4
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Extended Mesh
Extended stitch sits slightly angled, and when combined with classic 
mesh, it makes a drapey fabric that is great for lots of projects.

Ch an odd number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Esc in 5th ch from hk (counts as esc, ch-1 sp), *ch 1, sk 
1 ch, esc in next ch; rep from * across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 3 (counts as esc, ch-1 sp), *sk next ch-1 sp, esc in next 
esc, ch 1; rep from * across to t-ch, esc in top of t-ch, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3

2

4

Half Double Crochet
Being short and thick, half double crochet stitches can be the 
black sheep of the crochet family, but they are unique in the way 
they wrap yarn overs around the post. They form the basis for a 
number of amazing stitch patterns.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Hdc in 3rd ch from hk (sk ch counts as hdc), hdc in 
ea ch across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 2 (counts as hdc), hdc in ea hdc across, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3

2

4

HALF  DOUBLE  CROCHET  PATTERNS
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Middle Bar Half Double Crochet
Crocheting in the middle bar makes a great fabric with a defined 
horizontal line.

Middle Bar: Insert hk into middle of wrong side of the hdc st that is 
formed by the yo in the hdc st. The middle bar is below the top 2 lps.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Hdc in 3rd ch from hk (sk ch counts as hdc), hdc in ea 
ch across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 2 (counts as hdc), hdc in middle bar of ea hdc across to 
t-ch, hdc in top of t-ch, turn.

Row 3: Ch 2 (counts as hdc), hdc in ea hdc across to last t-ch, hdc in 
top of t-ch, turn.

Rep rows 2 and 3 to desired length.
1

3

5

2

4

Waffle Rib
A very textured stitch pattern makes for a great fabric for warm, 
snuggly sweaters.

Ch an even number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Hdc in 3rd ch from hk (sk ch counts as hdc), hdc in ea 
ch across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 2 (counts as hdc), *hdc blp in next hdc, hdc flp in next 
hdc; rep from * across to last 2 sts, hdc blp in next hdc, hdc in top 
of t-ch, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3

2

4

TI
P You can crochet in the middle bar of any 

stitch taller than half double crochet. A nice 
variation of this pattern is to single crochet 
in the middle bar of the half double crochet 
in row 2. Doing so shortens the distance 
between the horizontal lines.
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Forked Half Double Crochet
Crocheting in the middle bar makes a great fabric with a defined 
horizontal line.

Forked Half Double Crochet (fk hdc): Yo hk, insert hk into next 
st indicated, pull up lp, yo hk, insert hk into next st indicated, pull 
up lp, yo hk, pull through 3 lps on hk, yo hk, pull through last 3 
lps on hk.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Fk hdc in 3rd and 4th ch from hk (sk ch counts as dc), 
fk hdc in prev and next ch across to last ch, dc in last ch, turn.

Row 2: Ch 3 (counts as dc), fk hdc in 3rd ch and next hdc, fk hdc 
in prev and next hdc across to t-ch, dc in top of t-ch, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3

2

4

Double Crochet
The double crochet is the most useful stitch in a crocheter’s tool-
box. It can make thin fabric and when combined with other 
stitches can form an infinite number of patterns.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1 (RS): Dc in 4th ch from hk (sk ch counts as dc), dc in ea ch 
across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 3 (counts as dc), dc in ea dc across to t-ch, dc in top of 
t-ch, turn.

Rep row 2 to desired length.

1

3

2

4

DOUBLE  CROCHET  PATTERNS
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Herringbone Double Crochet
This is a fun stitch that puts a new twist on a classic just by slightly 
changing how you pull off the loops.

Herringbone Double Crochet (herr dc): Yo hk, insert hk into next st 
indicated, yo, pull through st and 1st lp on hk, yo, pull through 1 lp 
on hk, yo, pull through last 2 lps on hk.

Ch any number of sts.

Row 1: Herr dc in 4th ch from hk and ea ch across, turn.

Row 2: Ch 3 (counts as herr dc), herr dc in ea dc across, turn.

Rep row 2 for desired length.

1

3

2

4

Foundation Double Crochet
Foundation double crochet is perfect to use when your project 
needs an elastic foundation.

Ch 4 sts.

Yo, insert hk into 4th ch from hk, pull up lp, yo, draw through 1 lp 
(the “ch”), [yo, draw through 2 lps] twice (the “dc”).

Yo, insert hk under 2 lps of the “ch” portion of last st and pull up 
lp, yo, and draw through 1 lp, [yo and draw through 2 lps] twice.

Rep for desired length.
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