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Editorial Practices  
and Abbreviations

This section lists the editorial practices and main abbreviations used in this volume, 
which for the most part are in keeping with those established in the journal Tolkien 
Studies. Titles of Tolkien’s works are always notoriously difficult. Those that have been 
published in their own single volume are italicized, such as The Hobbit. Other titles of 
chapters, poems, or texts that are contained within other volumes are given in inverted 
commas, such as “Errantry,” “Leaf by Niggle,” “The Notion Club Papers,” or “A Secret 
Vice.” Three particular instances deserve special mention. “On Fairy-stories” refers to 
the lecture/essay of that name, whereas On Fairy-stories or OFS refers to the edition by 
Flieger and Anderson. “Narn i Hîn Húrin” or “Tale of the Children of Húrin” or “Narn” 
refers to either the chapter in Unfinished Tales or the text in The History of Middle-
earth, The Children of Húrin is the edition published by Christopher Tolkien in 2007. 
“The Silmarillion” or “Silmarillion” refers to the collection of papers and tales assem-
bled by Tolkien during his lifetime, The Silmarillion to the version published in 1977.

Similarly one must confront the issue of the races of Middle-earth. Elves, Men, 
Dwarves, etc., are capitalized (as are Hobbits, though Tolkien himself was inconsistent 
here). Foreign or unfamiliar words are italicized and then translated: for example,  
sigel “sun.” Tolkien’s use of diacritics (macrons, circumflexes, accents), usually denot-
ing length marks in vowels (or in the case of diaeresis, e.g. “ë” separate enforced 
pronunciation of the vowel), was not consistent. They have been retained in keeping 
with the authoritative printed edition.

Bibliography

Each essay has a list of non-Tolkien References specific to that chapter, and occasion-
ally specific Further Reading. The General Bibliography at the end of the volume 



xx	 Editorial Practices and Abbreviations

contains details of texts by Tolkien, suggested Further Reading, and web sites. A list 
of Tolkien’s academic publications can be found at the end of ch. 2.

Abbreviations

A&U	 Allen & Unwin (Publishers).
AW	 Ancrene Riwle: Ancrene Wisse (Tolkien 1962a).
“Beowulf”	 “Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics” (MC 5–48).
Beowulf	 The Old English poem of the same name.
Chronology	 Christina Scull and Wayne G. Hammond. 2006. The J. R. R. 

Tolkien Companion and Guide. Vol. 1: Chronology. London: 
HarperCollins.

Companion	 Wayne G. Hammond and Christina Scull, eds. 2005. The Lord of 
the Rings: A Reader’s Companion. London: HarperCollins.

EETS	 Early English Text Society.
Exodus	 The Old English Exodus (Tolkien 1981).
f.	 folio.
FG	 Farmer Giles of Ham (Tolkien 2008a).
FH	 Finn and Hengest (Tolkien 1982).
FR	 The Fellowship of the Ring (Tolkien 2004a). For The Lord of the 

Rings, citations are by book, chapter, and page number. For 
example, “RK, V, i, 977” is The Return of the King, Book Five, 
chapter 1, page 977.

H	 The Hobbit (Tolkien 1995).
HoH	 John Rateliff. 2012. The History of The Hobbit. 2nd edn. London: 

HarperCollins.
Jewels	 The War of the Jewels (Tolkien 1994).
l. or ll.	 line(s).
Lays	 The Lays of Beleriand (Tolkien 1985).
Letters	 The Letters of J. R. R. Tolkien (Tolkien 1995b). Citations are by page 

number.
Lost Tales I	 The Book of Lost Tales, Part One (Tolkien 1983b).
Lost Tales II	 The Book of Lost Tales, Part Two (Tolkien 1984).
Lost Road	 The Lost Road and Other Writings (Tolkien 1987).
MC	 The Monsters and the Critics and Other Essays (Tolkien 1983a).
MED	 R. E. Lewis, ed. 2001. Middle English Dictionary. Ann Arbor: 

University of Michigan Press.
MEV	 A Middle English Vocabulary (Tolkien 1922).
Morgoth	 Morgoth’s Ring: The Later Silmarillion (Tolkien 1993).
OED	 The Oxford English Dictionary.
OFS	 “On Fairy-stories” (Tolkien 2008b).
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“Papers”	 “The Notion Club Papers” (in Tolkien 1992a).
PDE	 Present Day English.
Peoples	 The Peoples of Middle-earth (Tolkien 1996).
Reader’s Guide	 Christina Scull and Wayne G. Hammond. 2006. The J. R. R. 

Tolkien Companion and Guide. Vol. 2: Reader’s Guide. London: 
HarperCollins.

RK	 The Return of the King (Tolkien 2004a). Cited by book number, 
chapter, and page.

S	 The Silmarillion (Tolkien 1977).
Sauron	 Sauron Defeated: The End of the Third Age (Tolkien 1992a).
SG	 The Legend of Sigurd and Gudrún (Tolkien 2009a).
SGGK	 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (Tolkien and Gordon 1967).
SGPSO	 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Pearl, Sir Orfeo (Tolkien 1995d).
Shaping	 The Shaping of Middle-earth (Tolkien 1986).
Sir Gawain 	 The Middle English poem Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.
Smith	 Smith of Wootton Major (Tolkien 1990a).
TL	 Tree and Leaf (Tolkien 2001a).
Treason	 The Treason of Isengard (Tolkien 1989).
TT	 The Two Towers (Tolkien 2004a). Cited by book number, chapter, 

and page.
UT	 Unfinished Tales (Tolkien 1998c).
War	 The War of the Ring (Tolkien 1990b).
YWES	 The Year’s Work in English Studies.



Date Significant Events1 Selected Publications of Note (for 
indication of when Tolkien started 
work on individual pieces of work see 
chs. 1–3)2

Selected Historical Events

1892 Born January 3, 
Bloemfontein, South 
Africa to Mabel and 
Arthur Tolkien.

1894 Brother Hilary is born. Oxford University 
English School 
established (Faculty 
of English Language 
and Literature).

1895 Returns to England 
with Mother and 
Brother.

1896 Father dies. Moves to 
Sarehole.

William Morris dies.

1897 Queen Victoria’s 
Diamond Jubilee.

1899 Start of 2nd Boer War.
1900 Attends King Edward’s 

School, Moseley, 
Birmingham.

1901 Queen Victoria dies.
1902 Enters St Philip’s 

Grammar School.
Coronation of Edward 

VII.
End of Boer War

Brief Chronology of the Life 
and Works of J. R. R. Tolkien



	 Brief Chronology	 xxiii

Date Significant Events1 Selected Publications of Note (for 
indication of when Tolkien started 
work on individual pieces of work see 
chs. 1–3)2

Selected Historical Events

1903 Awarded scholarship 
and returns to King 
Edward’s School.

1904 Mother dies. Barrie’s Peter Pan.
1908 Meets Edith Bratt.
1910 Moves to Edgbaston. 

Passes Oxford 
Entrance exam.

Edward VII dies. 
George V crowned.

1911 Enters Exeter College, 
Oxford.

“The Battle of Eastern Field” 
published in The King 
Edward’s School Chronicle.

1913 Awarded Second Class 
degree in Honour 
Moderations, begins 
Honours School of 
English Language 
and Literature.

“From the many-willow’d 
margin of the immemorial 
Thames” in The Stapledon 
Magazine, 4.20: 11.

Lawrence’s Sons and 
Lovers.

1914 Start of World War I. 
August 4, Britain 
declares war on 
Germany. 

Oxford English 
Faculty Library 
opens.

1915 Awarded First Class 
Honours. 
Commissioned into 
the Lancashire 
Fusiliers.

“Goblin Feet” in Oxford Poetry 
1915, reprinted in 1917 and 
1920.

Dardanelles 
Campaign.

1916 Marries Edith Bratt. 
Sees action on the 
Somme. Invalided 
home.

Battle of Jutland.
July 1, start of the 

Battle of the 
Somme.

1917 Son John is born. United States enters 
War. 3rd Battle of 
Ypres.

1918 Joins staff of New 
Oxford English 
Dictionary. Works 
on letter W.

Introduction to G. B. Smith’s A 
Spring Harvest.

Women over 30 get 
the vote.

World War I 
armistice.

(Continued )
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Date Significant Events1 Selected Publications of Note (for 
indication of when Tolkien started 
work on individual pieces of work see 
chs. 1–3)2

Selected Historical Events

1920 Appointed as Reader 
in English 
Language, Leeds 
University. Son 
Michael is born.

“The Happy Mariners” in The 
Stapledon Magazine, 5.26: 
69–70.

Oxford University 
admits women. 

Ancient Greek no 
longer required for 
Oxford entrance.

1922 E. V. Gordon joins 
Leeds University.

A Middle English Vocabulary for 
K. Sisam’s Fourteenth Century 
Prose and Verse. Issued 
separately at first then 
included as glossary.

BBC formed.
Joyce’s Ulysses.
Eliot’s The Waste Land.

1923 “Iúmonna Gold Galdre 
Bewunden” in The Gryphon, 
N.S. 4.4: 130.

“Holy Maidenhood” in Times 
Literary Supplement, April 26: 
281.

“The City of the Gods” in The 
Microcosm, 8.1: 8.

“Obituary: Henry Bradley” in 
Bulletin of the Modern 
Humanities Research Association, 
20: 4–5.

“Tha Eadigan Saelidan (The 
Happy Mariners),” “Why the 
Man in the Moon Came Down 
too Soon,” and “Enigmata 
Saxonica Nuper Inventa Duo” 
in A Northern Venture: Verses by 
Members of the Leeds University 
English Association, 15–20.

“The Cat and the Fiddle: A 
Nursery Rhyme Undone and 
its Scandalous Secret 
Unlocked” in Yorkshire Poetry, 
2.19: 1–3.

1924 Appointed Professor of 
English Language, 
Leeds University. 
Son Christopher is 
born.

“An Evening in Tavrobel,” “The 
Lonely Isle,” and “The 
Princess Ni” in Leeds 
University Verse 1914–24.

“Philology, General Works” in 
The Year’s Work in English 
Studies, 4: 20–37.

First Labour 
Government.
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Date Significant Events1 Selected Publications of Note (for 
indication of when Tolkien started 
work on individual pieces of work see 
chs. 1–3)2

Selected Historical Events

1925 Appointed Rawlinson 
and Bosworth 
Professor of Anglo-
Saxon, Pembroke 
College, Oxford.

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
(edited with E. V. Gordon).

“Some Contributions to Middle-
English Lexicography” in 
Review of English Studies, 1.2: 
210–215.

“Light as leaf on Lindentree” in 
The Gryphon, N.S. 6.6: 217.

“The Devil’s Coach-Horses” in 
Review of English Studies, 1.3: 
331–336.

“Tinfang Warble” and “The Grey 
Bridge of Tavrobel” in the 
Inter-University Magazine 
(1925? 1927?).

Contributes translation to Rhys 
Roberts’s “Gerald of Wales 
and the Survival of Welsh.”

Fitzgerald’s The Great 
Gatsby.

Woolf’s Mrs Dalloway.

1926 Moves to 22 
Northmoor Road, 
Oxford.

Forms “Coalbiters” 
club.

Meets C. S. Lewis.

“Philology, General Works” in 
The Year’s Work in English 
Studies, 5: 26–65.

The General Strike.

1927 “The Nameless Land” in G. S. 
Tancred (ed.), Realities: An 
Anthology of Verse, 24.

“Philology, General Works” in 
The Year’s Work in English 
Studies, 6: 32–66.

“Adventures in Unnatural 
History and the Medieval 
Metres, being the Freaks of 
Fisiologus” in The Stapledon 
Magazine, 7: 40.

1928 “Foreword” to W. E. Haigh’s A 
New Glossary of the Dialect of 
the Huddersfield District.

1929 Daughter Priscilla is 
born.

“Ancrene Wisse and Hali 
Meithhad” in Essays and 
Studies, 14: 104–126.

(Continued )
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Date Significant Events1 Selected Publications of Note (for 
indication of when Tolkien started 
work on individual pieces of work see 
chs. 1–3)2

Selected Historical Events

1930 Whilst marking exam 
scripts writes “In 
the hole in the 
ground there lived a 
hobbit.”

“The Oxford English School” in 
The Oxford Magazine, 48.21: 
778–782.

1931 Moves to 20 
Northmoor Road.

Conversation with 
Dyson and Lewis 
possibly leads to 
theory of sub-creation 
and “Mythopoeia.”

“Progress in Bimble Town” in 
The Oxford Magazine, 50.1: 22.

1932 “Sigelwara Land” Pt 1 in Medium 
Ævum, 1.3: 183–196.

“The Name ‘Nodens’ ” in Report 
of the Excavation of the 
Prehistoric, Roman, and 
Post-Roman Sites in Lydney 
Park, Gloucestershire, 132–137.

“A Philologist on Esperanto” in 
The British Esperantist, 28.

1933 “Errantry” in The Oxford 
Magazine, 52.5: 180.

1934 “Chaucer as a Philologist: The 
Reeve’s Tale” in Transactions of 
the Philological Society, 1–70, 
see also Tolkien Studies, 5 
(2008): 109–171.

“Looney” in The Oxford Magazine, 
52.9: 340.

“The Adventures of Tom 
Bombadil” in The Oxford 
Magazine, 52.13: 464–465.

“Sigelwara Land” Pt 2 in Medium 
Æevum, 3.2: 95–111.

“Firiel” in The Chronicle of the 
Covenants of the Sacred Heart, 4.
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Date Significant Events1 Selected Publications of Note (for 
indication of when Tolkien started 
work on individual pieces of work see 
chs. 1–3)2

Selected Historical Events

1936 Delivers Sir Israel 
Gollancz Memorial 
Lecture on “Beowulf: 
The Monsters and 
the Critics” 
(London)

Songs for the Philologists with 
E. V. Gordon and others. 
Tolkien has 13 poems in the 
volume including “Ofer 
Widne Garsecg.”

“The Shadow Man” and “Noel” 
in Annual of Our Lady’s School.

George V dies. 
Abdication crisis.

1937 The Hobbit: or There and Back 
Again. 

“Beowulf: The Monsters and the 
Critics” in Proceedings of the 
British Academy, 22: 245–295.

“The Dragon Visit” in The Oxford 
Magazine, 55.11: 342.

“Knocking at the Door” in The 
Oxford Magazine, 55.13: 403.

“Iúmonna Gold Galdre 
Bewunden” in The Oxford 
Magazine, 55.15: 473.

Contributions to E. V. Gordon’s 
The Battle of Maldon.

George VI crowned.

1938 Letter in The Observer, February 
20.

Lewis’s Out of the Silent 
Planet.

T. H. White’s The 
Sword in the Stone.

1939 Delivers Andrew Lang 
Lecture “On 
Fairy-stories” (St 
Andrews).

World War II begins. 
Britain declares war 
on Germany, 
September 3.

1940 “Prefatory Remarks on Prose 
Translation of Beowulf” in 
J. R. Clark Hall, Beowulf and 
the Finnsburg Fragment: A 
Translation (revised by C. L. 
Wrenn).

The Battle of Britain.

1941 Pearl Harbor. United 
States enters war.

1942 Introductory note in A 
Philological Miscellany.

1944 Sir Orfeo [booklet]. D-Day.

(Continued )
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Date Significant Events1 Selected Publications of Note (for 
indication of when Tolkien started 
work on individual pieces of work see 
chs. 1–3)2

Selected Historical Events

1945 Elected Merton 
Professor of English 
Language and 
Literature, Oxford.

“Leaf by Niggle” in The Dublin 
Review, 432: 46–61.

“The Lay of Aotrou and Itroun” 
in The Welsh Review, 4.4: 
254–266.

Letter on “The Name Coventry” 
in The Catholic Herald, 
February 23.

Germany surrenders. 
Atomic bombs 
exploded over 
Japan.

1946 Letter on “Research v Literature” 
in The Sunday Times, April 14.

Peake’s Titus Groan.

1947 Moves to 3 Manor 
Road.

“ ‘Iþþlen’ in Sawles Warde” in 
English Studies, 28.6: 168–170.

“On Fairy-stories” in C. S. Lewis 
(ed.), Essays Presented to Charles 
Williams, 38–89.

1948 “MS. Bodley 34: A Re-collation 
of a Collation” in Studia 
Neophilologica, 20.1–2: 65–72.

1949 Finishes The Lord of the 
Rings.

Farmer Giles of Ham. Orwell’s Nineteen 
Eighty-Four.

1950 Moves to 99 Holywell 
Street.

Lewis’s The Lion, the 
Witch, and the 
Wardrobe.

1951 Revised edition of The Hobbit.
1952 Tolkien is interviewed 

and recorded 
reading several 
extracts from his 
works by George 
Sayer.

George VI dies. Queen 
Elizabeth II 
crowned.

1953 Delivers W. Ker 
Memorial Lecture 
on Sir Gawain and 
the Green Knight 
(Glasgow).

Move to 76 Sandfield 
Road, Headington.

“The Homecoming of 
Beorhtnoth Beorthelm’s Son” 
in Essays and Studies, N.S. 6: 
1–18. 

“Middle English ‘Losenger’ ” in 
Essais de Philologie Moderne 
(1951), 63–76.

“A Fourteenth-Century 
Romance” in Radio Times, 
December 4.

Contributions to E. V. Gordon’s 
Pearl.


