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Preface

With this second part of volume III of Hebrew Bible / Old Testament: the Histo-
ry of Its Interpretation (HBOT), devoted to the relevant research and studies on 
the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament in the twentieth century, the HBOT Project’s 
long road has finally reached its end, Vol. III/2 being the fifth part volume of the 
whole enterprise. 

From the first planning of the HBOT Project − around 1980  − it has been one 
of its main intentions to contribute to and to further the ponderous traditions 
of Ludwig Diestel (Geschichte des Alten Testamentes in der christlichen Kirche, 
1869) and Frederic W. Farrar (History of Interpretation, 1886) in the nineteenth 
century as well as to continue and extend the recent studies of the history of bib-
lical research where scholars have presented not only specialized studies in this 
field of research history but even handbooks and dictionaries. 

The first books that in the twentieth century opened for a new interest in the 
history of biblical research with special regard to the Hebrew Bible / Old Tes-
tament were the handbooks of modern Old Testament study history presented 
by Herbert F. Hahn in America (Old Testament in Modern Research, 1954) and 
Hans-Joachim Kraus in Europe (Geschichte der historisch-kritischen Erforschung 
des Alten Testaments, 1956). Towards the end of the last century and in the be-
ginning of our own a new situation has developed, and at present there seems to 
be a remarkably great engagement worldwide in this area of biblical research, and 
the publication of individual studies and general histories here is just increasing. 
Among the new works special reference may be made to the monumental Bible 
de tous les Temps (in eight volumes, 1984–89), written by Roman-Catholic schol-
ars, and the impressive individual opus by Henning Graf Reventlow, Epochen 
der Bibelauslegung (in four volumes, 1990–2001); out of many important books 
and actual ventures these two projects may be mentioned especially. The present 
situation in this field of biblical studies seems to be open in various ways; to some 
extent biblical scholars may be reflecting over their own position − not least in 
the perspective of what past generations have achieved. As for the contributions 
to this last part volume of HBOT, covering our recent past, it was regrettably 
unavoidable that some occurrences of over-lapping between near related essays 
came about − the relevant contexts of these cases, however, being different.

In earlier research and descriptions of biblical interpretation history the bor-
ders of the actual enterprises were frequently drawn rather narrow, in this way 
or another; often was the long historical perspective shortened, or the broad 
and manifold Jewish study of the Hebrew Bible was overlooked, if not com-
pletely set aside. To a great extent, the history of biblical interpretation has been 
written from an European point of view, which in the present − and future − 
situation most likely will be replaced by perspectives that are longer and more 
open. 
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The books and studies of biblical interpretation history referred to above as 
well as many similar ones tend to cover the whole Bible, not only the Hebrew 
Bible / Old Testament but the New Testament as well. Many of these books 
have, further, been written by single authors alone. Also at this point the situation 
of today has changed considerably. Because of the great and quickly growing 
amount of research and studies in this field there seems to be less place and possi-
bility any longer for one-man enterprises; instead the present challenges may call 
for more organized team work . 

By closing this last volume of the HBOT Project I would like to extend, again, 
my heartfelt thanks to Dr. Arndt Ruprecht, of Göttingen, who as Publisher so 
readily accepted my first proposal and idea of the present Project and has sus-
tained it ever since. Further, I am deeply grateful for excellent co-operation with 
him as also with the staff of the Department of Theology and Religion in Vanden-
hoeck & Ruprecht Verlag, Göttingen; especially, I would like to thank those with 
whom I have been in direct contact for the last volume: Jörg Persch, Christoph 
Spill and Renate Rehkopf. Further, I would like to express my best thanks to Pro-
fessor Ronald Clements, of Cambridge, for all his help as linguistic consultant. 
Finally, I would also express best thanks to my co-editors; for the last Volume III 
they are Professor Peter Machinist, of Harvard, and Professor Jean Louis Ska, 
SJ, of Rome. Last but not least I am deeply obliged to all the individual authors 
of the HBOT Project − without whose contributions there would not be any 
Volume III/2.

Oslo, in July 2014 Magne Sæbø

ISBN Print: 9783525540220 — ISBN E-Book: 9783647540221
© 2015, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Magne Sæbø, Hebrew Bible / Old Testament



Chapter Twenty-five

In Our Own, Post-modern Time – Introductory 
Remarks on Two Methodological Problems in Biblical 

Studies

By Magne Sæbø, Oslo

General works: B. Albrektson, History and the Gods (ConBOT 1; Lund: Gleerup 1967). – G. W. 
Anderson (ed.), Tradition and Interpretation (Essays by Members of the Society for Old Testament 
Study; Oxford: Clarendon Press 1979). – T. Austad, “Die Bedeutung der Kirchlichen Zeitgeschichte 
für die Systematische Theologie”, in: Glaube – Freiheit – Diktatur in Europa und den USA (FS für 
G. Besier, ed. K. Stoklosa / A. Strübind; Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 2007), 173–186. – 
J. Barr, The Bible in the Modern World (London: SCM 1973); Holy Scripture: Canon, Authority, 
Criticism (Oxford: Oxford UP 1983); The Concept of Biblical Theology. An Old Testament Perspective 
(London: SCM 1999); History and Ideology in the Old Testament. Biblical Studies at the end of a 
Millennium (Oxford: Oxford UP 2000). – J. Barton, Reading the Old Testament. Method in Biblical 
Study (London: Darton Longman and Todd 1984; repr. 1989). – K. Berger, “Exegese und 
Kirchengeschichte im 20. Jahrhundert. Eine exemplarische und biographische Untersuchung”, in: 
Glaube – Freiheit – Diktatur in Europa und den USA (FS für G. Besier; 2007, s. above), 395–404. – 
G. Besier e.a., “Einführung der Herausgeber” [Introduction by the six editors to the new journal: 
Kirchliche Zeitgeschichte], KZG 1 (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 1988) 3–6. – M. G. Brett, 
Biblical Criticism in Crisis? The Impact of the Canonical Approach on Old Testament Studies 
(Cambridge: Cambridge UP 1991). – B. S. Childs, Biblical Theology in Crisis (Philadelphia: 
Westminster Press 1970). – R. E. Clements, A Century of Old Testament Study (Guildford / London: 
Lutterworth Press 1976); idem (ed.), The World of Ancient Israel. Sociological, Anthropological and 
Political Perspectives (Essays by Members of the Society for Old Testament Study; Cambridge: 
Cambridge UP 1989). – J. Day (ed.), In Search of Pre-exilic Israel (Proceedings of the Oxford Old 
Testament Seminar; London / New York: T & T Clark International 2004). – G. P. Fogarty, 
American Catholic Biblical Scholarship: A History from the Early Republic to Vatican II (San 
Francisco: Harper & Row 1989). – H.- G. Gadamer, Wahrheit und Methode. Grundzüge einer phi-
losophischen Hermeneutik (Tübingen: Mohr 1960; 51986); “Hermeneutik und Historismus”, PhR 9 
(1961) 241–276. – P. Gardiner, Theories of History (New York: The Free Press 1959). – H. Gese, 
“Geschichtliches Denken im Alten Orient und im Alten Testament”, ZThK 55 (1958) 127–145; repr. 
in: idem, Vom Sinai zum Zion (BEvTh 64; München: Kaiser 1974), 81–98. – L. Gottschalk, 
Understanding History (New York: Knopf 1950). – A. Grafton, What was History? The Art of 
History in Early Modern Europe (Cambridge: Cambridge UP 2007). – M. Greschat, Kirchliche 
Zeitgeschichte. Versuch einer Orientierung (ThLZ.F 16; Leipzig: Evang. Verlagsanstalt 2005). – H. F. 
Hahn, Old Testament in Modern Research (Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press 1954; 2nd edn. 1970). – 
G. G. Iggers, Deutsche Geschichtswissenschaft. Eine Kritik der traditionellen Geschichtsauffassung 
von Herder bis zur Gegenwart (München: Deutscher Taschenbuchverlag 1971; 21972). – F. Jaeger / 
J. Rüsen, Geschichte des Historismus. Eine Einführung (München: Beck 1992). – D. Lee / R. N. Beck, 
“The Meaning of ‘Historicism’”, AHR 59 (1953/54) 568–577. – O. Kaiser, “Von Stand und Zukunft 
der alttestamentlichen Wissenschaft”, in: Congress Volume Oslo 1998 (2000; s. below), 489–507. – 
K. Koch, Was ist Formgeschichte? Neue Wege der Bibelexegese (Neukirchen-Vluyn 1964); ET: The 
Growth of the Biblical Tradition. The Form-Critical Method (New York / London 1969). – D. A. 
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Knight, Rediscovering the Traditions of Israel (Third edn.; Studies in Biblical Literature 16; Atlanta: 
Society of Biblical Literature 2006). – H.-J. Kraus, Geschichte der historisch-kritischen Erforschung 
des Alten Testaments (Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Verlag 1956; 41988). – Th. S. Kuhn, The 
Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1962, 2nd edn. enlarged; Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press 1970). – 
A. Lemaire / M. Sæbø (eds.), Congress Volume Oslo 1998 (VTSup LXXX; Leiden e.a.: Brill 2000). – 
A. D. H. Mayes (ed.), Text in Context (Essays by Members of the Society for Old Testament Study; 
Oxford: Oxford UP 2000). – W. McKane, Selected Christian Hebraists (Cambridge e.a.: Cambridge 
UP 1989). – J. Mehlhausen e.a., “Geschichte / Geschichtsschreibung / Geschichtsphilosophie”, 
TRE XII (1984), 565–698, esp. 658–674. – F. Mildenberger, Die halbe Wahrheit oder die ganze 
Schrift. Zum Streit zwischen Bibelglauben und historischer Kritik (BEvTh 46; München: Kaiser Verlag 
1967); Geschichte der deutschen evangelischen Theologie im 19. und 20. Jahrhundert (ThW 10; 
Stuttgart e.a.: Kohlhammer 1981). – P. R. Noble, The Canonical Approach. A Critical Reconstruction 
of the Hermeneutics of Brevard S. Childs (Biblical Interpetation Series 16; Leiden e.a.: Brill 1995). – 
M. Noth, Überlieferungsgeschichtliche Studien. Die sammelnden und bearbeitenden Geschichtswerke 
im Alten Testament (1943; unveränd. Nachdruck, Tübingen: M. Niemeyer Verlag 1957 / Darmstadt: 
WBG 1957); Überlieferungsgeschichte des Pentateuch (Stuttgart: Kohlhammer 1948; unveränd. 
Nachdruck, Darmstadt: WBG 1960). – M. Oeming, Biblische Hermeneutik. Eine Einführung 
(Darmstadt: WBG 1998; 2nd rev. edn. 2007). – J. C. O’Neill, The Bible’s Authority. A Portrait Gallery 
of Thinkers from Lessing to Bultmann (Edinburgh: T & T Clark 1991). – A. S. Peake (ed.), The People 
and the Book (Essays by Members of the Society for Old Testament Study; Oxford: Clarendon Press 
1925). – L. G. Perdue, Reconstructing Old Testament Theology: After the Collapse of History 
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press 2005). – K. R. Popper, The Poverty of Historicism (Boston: Beacon Press 
1957). – R. Rendtorff, Das überlieferungsgeschichtliche Problem des Pentateuch (BZAW 147; Berlin 
e.a.: De Gruyter 1977). – H. Graf Reventlow, Hauptprobleme der alttestamentlichen Theologie im 
20. Jahrhundert (EdF 173; Darmstadt: WBG 1982); Hauptprobleme der Biblischen Theologie im 
20. Jahrhundert (EdF 203; Darmstadt: WBG 1983); Epochen der Bibelauslegung, IV. Von der 
Aufklärung bis zum 20. Jahrhundert (München: Beck 2001). – H. H. Rowley (ed.), The Old Testament 
and Modern Study. A Generation of Discovery and Research (Essays by Members of the Society for 
Old Testament Study; Oxford: Oxford UP 1951; repr. 1952; see esp. Editor’s “Introduction”, xv–
xxxi). – J. Rüsen, “Überwindung des Historismus?”, PhR 20 (1974) 269–286. – M. Sæbø, On the Way 
to Canon. Creative Tradition History in the Old Testament (JSOT.S 191; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press 1998); “Zur neueren Interpretationsgeschichte des Alten Testaments”, ThLZ 130 (2005) 1033–
1044; “Fascination with ‘History’ – Biblical Interpretation in a Century of Modernism and 
Historicism”, HBOT III/1 (2013), 17–28. – R. Smend, Elemente alttestamentlichen Geschichtsdenkens 
(ThSt 95; Zürich: EVZ-Verlag 1968; repr. in: idem, Die Mitte des Alten Testaments. Gesammelte 
Studien, 1; BEvTh 99; München: Kaiser 1986, 40–84); Deutsche Alttestamentler in drei Jahrhunderten 
(Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 1989); Bibel und Wissenschaft. Historische Aufsätze (Tübingen: 
Mohr Siebeck 2004); From Astruc to Zimmerli. Old Testament Scholarship in three Centuries 
(Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2007); Vier Epitaphe – die Basler Hebraistenfamilie Buxtorf (Litterae et 
Theologia 1; Berlin e.a.: 2010). – H. Wheeler Robinson, Record and Revelation (Essays by Members 
of the Society for Old Testament Study; Oxford: Clarendon Press 1938). – D. Winton Thomas (ed.), 
Archaeology and Old Testament Study. Jubilee Volume of the Society for Old Testament Study 1917–
1967 (Oxford: Clarendon Press 1967). – Wie biblisch ist die Theologie? (JBTh 25; ed. M. Ebner e.a.; 
Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener 2010). – D. J. Wiseman (ed.), Peoples of Old Testament Times 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press 1973). – A. Wittkau, Historismus. Zur Geschichte des Begriffs und des 
Problems (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 1992; 21994). – R. Wittram, Das Interesse an der 
Geschichte. 12 Vorlesungen über Fragen des zeitgenössischen Geschichtsverständnisses (1958; 
Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 31968).

The achievements of exegetical, theological as well as historical studies on the 
Hebrew Bible/Old Testament in the twentieth century were both great in num-
ber and many-sided in character so that the foregoing bibliographical summary 
represents no more than a small part of a more extensive bibliography of the 
scholarly research and publications in this field, which appear with increasing 
rapidity. 
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In regard to the distinctive character of this last period of the research history 
of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament the first point of note is that in the twentieth 
century scholars of various disciplines and traditions have been particularly con-
cerned with the phenomenon of history and its great challenge. Although this is 
not altogether dissimilar from what was achieved in the immediately preceding 
centuries, it differed in certain respects from the biblical research of the nine-
teenth century, described in the first part of the present volume.1 So far as history 
is concerned it may, first of all, be noted as significant that this subject, more 
than any other of those closely related to it, has remained a central and important 
field of research throughout the twentieth century also. The historical aspect may 
even be regarded as a common denominator of widely different subject-areas and 
disciplines of study. The issue of history then does not represent a minor but a 
major point of interest and has, accordingly, formed a highly complex subject 
within modern biblical studies. Also, in modern research the discipline of history 
has been placed under the closest scrutiny, with a greater conceptual sub-division 
than ever before, not least in respect of methodology. To an increasing extent this 
may itself be the consequence of the separation of the various disciplines that 
relate to this field of research.2

Two problems therefore are prominent and call for special attention at this 
point, making it appropriate to discuss them briefly at the outset. The first is 
related to the use and meaning of the term ‘history’, especially when as here, 
this concerns ‘contemporary history’. The second problem arises from the strong 
plurality of methods that has become a prevalent feature of biblical studies and 
has caused some embarrassment among scholars. 

1. Contemporary History as a Historiographical Challenge

When the subject of history was brought into focus in a new way during the early 
Renaissance and subsequently became a significant part of many new studies in 
that creative period, the sense of distance in time, which included historical per-
spectives and a sense of different epochs, was taken to be the main feature of what 
was considered to constitute history. For instance the epoch of the Renaissance 
was closely related to the comparable period of classical Antiquity.3 However, 
temporal distance is a relative and complex matter, and its importance diminishes 
as the period in question draws closer to the time and events of the author’s pres-
ent, when history takes on the character of becoming ‘contemporary history’. 

The concept of ‘contemporary history’ (Zeitgeschichte, l’histoire contempo-
raine) may seem, at least prima facie, to be a self-contradiction. However, the 

1   Cf. the introduction by Sæbø, Fascination with ‘History’, HBOT III/1 (2013), 17–28.
2   Cf. i.a. Rowley, “Introduction: Trends in Old Testament Study”, The Old Testament and Mod-

ern Study (1951), xv–xxxi, esp. xviiif: “In contrast to the large measure of unity that prevailed a gen-
eration ago, there is today an almost bewildering diversity of view on many questions, and it is neces-
sary to speak of trends, rather than of a single trend, in our studies”.

3   See further HBOT I/2 (2000), 19–27; HBOT II (2008), 26–33.
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terminology is well established and indicates the most recent aspect of the long 
process of history. It is therefore both meaningful and functional and should be 
retained. Standing between the present and the past, to which it belongs, con-
temporary history shares the general condition of all human activities which are 
in perpetual transition from the past to the present, since time is in continual 
motion and the present becomes part of history. This endless passage of time has 
not always received sufficient attention by scholars; however, as a historical phe-
nomenon it poses a major historiographical challenge, especially when the issue 
of ‘contemporary history’ is raised. 

Quite apart from the way in which its boundaries may be more narrowly de-
fined, contemporary history not only represents the most recent aspect of history, 
but may in itself raise the problem that the element of historical distance becomes 
more restricted. In this way a feature common to all history becomes reduced in 
perspective. However it may be of greater significance to take into consideration 
the special character and context of contemporary history, even when it can only 
be done briefly, as here. This will also include its relationship to the most recent 
past as well as to the fundamental nexus of cause and effect.

So far as the delimitation of the period of contemporary history is concerned 
the period should not be defined too narrowly in this context, but may include 
the whole of the twentieth century. In this there were, as is well recognized, dif-
ferent periods of major events and influential developments, including inter alia 
two world wars that made a broad and deep impact on the general cultural situ-
ation as well as on theology. Most interesting, however, these periods of intense 
crisis gave rise to an increased focus on the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. This 
had a strong bearing on exegesis and its interpretation as Holy Writ for Jews and 
Christians which has continued up to the present.

Of greatest significance in this situation is further the fact that this renew-
al of interest and research in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament was not only 
linked to Germany and central Europe where it began, but was globalized and 
became international in its scope.4 This was partly in the framework of a specific 
‘Bible movement’.5 From being a predominantly Protestant affair it became a 
worldwide concern, shared by Roman Catholic and Jewish scholars, as well as 
others. 

It may be regarded most positively that the flourishing of biblical studies dur-
ing the twentieth century proved to be methodically innovative in various ways 
and became more productive than ever before. On the other hand it poses a chal-
lenging problem for scholars that the various methodological approaches that 
have been used frequently differ considerably from each other. 

4   See below in Part B of this volume chapters like 35 on the Americas and Canada, by D. A. 
Knight, and 36 on Africa, Australia, New Zealand and Asia, by H. L. Bosman.

5   Cf. especially B. S. Childs, Biblical Theology (1970), 13–87.
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2. On the Methodological Pluralism of 
Contemporary Biblical Studies

Current studies of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament have not only experienced 
an international expansion of interest and research but have also become spe-
cialized as a consequence of the increasingly plurality of methodologies. This is 
partly on account of the broader, and more precisely differentiated, subject of 
history. 

Increasing differences in exegetical methodology are to some extent rooted in 
the biblical text itself, being related to various characteristics and aspects of it. 
On the other hand the variety of approaches has also been rooted in divergenc-
es of methodology in modern biblical research or, in a still wider context, they 
have sometimes been the result of the establishing of a separate identity for vari-
ous historical sub-disciplines. These factors, along with others, have affected the 
modern study of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament in a variety of ways, not least 
in respect of the methods that have been employed. 

Biblical studies have brought to light many literary and theological features 
of the biblical material, as well as the many intrinsic varieties of content. These 
studies, being mostly historical and critical in character, are manifold and have, 
taken as a whole, led to the books of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament being 
scrutinized as literary texts, in a manner that is similar to the way in which ancient 
texts generally have been regarded in modern times. This feature may be a com-
mon denominator of the many specialized methodological techniques that have 
originated, one after another, and which have, as a result, been adopted as features 
of ordinary exegetical work on the Bible. 

The basic Masoretic form of the text, as also reflected in the ancient versions, 
has remained as central a challenge as ever in the study of the Hebrew Bible/Old 
Testament. In its long and complex history this text exhibits many distinctive as-
pects and stages. Since this specific textual history fundamentally affects all other 
approaches in biblical studies it has especially been examined by generations of 
scholars, perhaps to a greater extent in the present than ever before.6 Its challenge 
is still considerable. 

As for other main methodological approaches that have been developed and 
practised in current study of the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament, the literary-crit-
ical approach was one of the first methods that received special attention and 
gained particular significance; it was mainly developed in the nineteenth century, 
but has played a key role in the twentieth as well. A chief concern of this ap-
proach has been to understand and explain the final form of the biblical books 
and texts as the result of a prolonged work of editorial combination of older and 
younger literary ‘sources’.7 This method was primarily used in the study of the 
five books of the Law, the Pentateuch,8 but was, to some extent, also practised in 

6   Cf. in HBOT III, Part 1 (2013), Chap. 13 by R. D. Weis, 346–392, esp. 380–392, and see below 
Chap. 48 by J. de Waard.

7   Cf. various contributions in Part 1 of this Volume, esp. Chap. 14 by Th. Römer and Chaps. 15 
and 17 by R. Smend as well as Chap. 29 below by J. Barton.

8   Cf. in Part 1 Chap 14 by Römer, and see below Chap. 40 by D. Carr.
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regard to the older and younger historical books,9 and was even applied to some 
prophetical books.10 The literary-critical method was practised in different ways,11 
and similarly opposed in various contexts.12 Its general effect has been of great 
and long-lasting significance.

At the end of the nineteenth century, and especially in the twentieth, the question 
of ‘sources’, as constitutive elements of a text, was perceived as less relevant for its 
interpretation, than had previously been the case. Instead, without abandoning the 
literary-critical perspective, more attention was given to specific literary features 
of form (die Gattungen) that pertain to a given text. Aside from their respective 
contexts, the individual forms and form elements were compared with analogous 
or similar forms and form elements in other texts and contexts, including texts from 
neighbouring peoples.13 A further issue of current interest was connected with a 
closer attention to the specific function that the forms and form elements might 
have had in their original setting (Sitz im Leben), either socially, culturally, or in 
a cultic sense. Correspondingly this raised questions about what these forms and 
form elements came to mean in their new context and how they functioned as inte-
gral parts of a different setting. The various new usages of forms and form elements 
showed by all this a distinct historical aspect, as the forms and form elements, in the 
course of a long editorial process, moved, or were moved, from the original setting 
to a new one. In this complex and significant historical process of creative re-use, 
the forms and form elements might acquire a new function and a new meaning in 
their new context. This whole process has been viewed and placed under scruti-
ny in historical categories and has generally been characterized as ‘form criticism’ 
(‘form history’, Ger. Formgeschichte). Closely related to this ‘form history’ the ‘tra-
dition history’ (Ger. Traditionsgeschichte) represents another approach which also 
relates directly to the content of the literary units.14 This was viewed both as tradi-
tio, i.e. the process of transmission, and tradition, the literary unit that was trans-
mitted. 

Since this historical process was related to − and actualized − the original loca-
tion of these various forms and form elements (i.e. their respective Sitz im Leben), 
it also raised major questions regarding their specific social structure and back-
ground.15 That included the wider social framework of which they were a part 
and which called for attention as well. This was, further, also true with regard to 
the wider, many-sided, context of biblical studies more generally, including those 
contexts which were foreign to its essential nature, but covered general history, 
Semitic philology16 and philosophy.17 

9   Cf. in Part 1 Chap.19 by K. W. Weyde, and see below Chap. 41 by W. Dietrich.
10   Cf. in Part 1 Chap. 20 by Chr. R. Seitz, and see below Chap. 42 by M. Sweeney.
11   Cf. in Part 1 Chaps. 7–11 and 17 by J. P. Byrd, J. W. Rogerson, J. Høgenhaven, G. P. Fogarty, 

E. Breuer, Ch. Gafni and R. Smend, and see below Chaps. 34–38 by D. A. Knight, H. L. Bosman, 
M. A. O’Brien, S. Sekine, J. Barton, A. Laato and S. D. Sperling.

12   Cf. in Part 1 Chap. 18 by R. Smend, and see below Chap. 29 by J. Barton.
13   Cf. in Part 1 Chap. 16 by E. S. Gerstenberger, and see below Chap. 30 by A. F. Campbell.
14   See the preceding note and cf. K. Koch, Formgeschichte (1964/1969).
15   See below Chap. 28 by A. Hagedorn.
16   See below Chap. 27 by S. Fassberg.
17   See below Chap. 26 by D. Føllesdal.
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Introductory Remarks on Two Methodological Problems in Biblical Studies 25

In summary, the modern history of studies on the Hebrew Bible/Old Testa-
ment has become decidedly more complex – and to some extent more confusing, 
in the last century, not least in regard to the question of the variety of the contexts 
of its different disciplines. At the present time there is scarcely any sign of radical 
change in this feature of contemporary research; rather the plurality of methods 
and their complexity may be still increasing.
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