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Foreword

Many ski areas today advertise with seals of approval, titles and awards. Often,
however, it is unclear which institutions and criteria are behind these appraisals.
Both skiers and ski areas criticise this practise of ‘greenwashing’, since a cautious
use of ecologically and scenically sensitive mountain areas is more important now
than ever. An environmental management system that builds on international or
European standards ensures ‘real” improvements and external evaluation. It relies
on the personal responsibility of the providers rather than on regulations imposed
by authorities.

Applying such instruments is part of the tradition of the Verwaltungs- und
Privat-Bank Aktiengesellschaft (VP Bank) in Liechtenstein. The bank has many
years of positive experience with environmental management within its own
operation. We therefore chose to support the development of an environmental
management especially for ski areas with the creation of the pro natura—pro ski
foundation.

The present publication is based on the book ‘Auditing in Skigebieten’ by Ulrike
Probstl, Ralf Roth, Heiner Schlegel and Rudolf Straub (2003), which was supported
by the foundation. New insights and experiences in practice as well as a change
of the legal situation call for a revised edition. As president of the foundation
committee, I am delighted that we were again able to find such a competent team of
authors for this new edition. The book will contribute significantly towards a
compatible cooperation and a cautious handling of the mountain area in and around
ski areas.

Hans Brunhart
Princely Counsel, President of the Foundation
Committee pro natura—pro ski
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