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ing displacement and homelessness in the United States and United Kingdom,
bringing together analyses of intimate domestic politics, urban political econ-
omies, and legal geographies of displacement.

Vicki Squire is Reader in International Security at University of Warwick,
the United Kingdom. Her research is situated at the intersections of border,
migration, security, and citizenship studies, to focus on struggles over migra-
tion involving governing authorities, civil society groups as well as people on
the move themselves.

Nelli Stavropoulou is a final year PhD student based at Durham University,
exploring the role of participatory arts research methods as a vehicle for self-
expression for individuals from a refugee/asylum seeker background. Nelli is
a trustee of Durham City of Sanctuary and is involved in different creative
projects with local community groups seeking asylum in the North East of
England. She is also the curator of the Moving Worlds special film programme
for Refugee Week produced by Counterpoints Arts.

Maurice Stierl isa Leverhulme Research Fellow at the University of Warwick.
Between 2015 and 2017, he was an assistant professor at the University of
California, Davis. His research focuses on migration struggles in contempo-
rary Europe and is situated in international relations, international political
sociology, and migration, citizenship & border studies.

Lama Tawakkol is a doctoral candidate at Queen’s University. She is interested
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Introduction to Displacement Studies:
Knowledges, Concepts, Practices
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and Ayesha Siddiqi

Introduction

Eight or nine pairs of shoes are lined up in a row outside a faded grey tent on
the bare concrete floor of a disused warehouse in Idomeni, a small village in
Greece, near the border with Macedonia. The shoes belong to a family of ten,
their youngest twin toddlers. The picture on the front cover of this handbook,
by documentary photographer Mary Turner, was taken before the informal
camp—which is located on and around the train tracks—was later cleared by
Greek riot police following the closure of the Macedonian border in 2015.
The same thing happened again in 2016 leading to a second eviction. The
migrants were seeking to enter central Europe through the so-called Balkan
route, some after being bused by private companies from Athens after arriving
in Greece from Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan, but also Iran, and North and
Central Africa. Many had blocked the railway line in protest of the closure by
using rocks, tents, and their bodies. Police encouraged the refugees to board
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